
 
 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

 

Ewe’s News 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Longs and 

Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12 pm (except December & January) 

and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 

Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm please join us! 

 

 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc  

 PO Box 3255  

  Birkdale Qld 4159  

 Winter 2019 Newsletter  

 

1 The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of Andrew Laming, 

Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155)  

 

 

 

Message from your President 

Hello Everyone 

Our Warped and Twisted Open Day 
went without a hitch. Once again, the 
event was generously sponsored by 
Redland City Council and held at the 
excellent venue of the Redlands 
Performing Arts Complex.  
Congratulations to De-Arne for her 
stellar effort as Open Day Convener, 
and thanks also to all the members and 
helpers for their contribution to making 
the day a success. 

Our September Bribie Island Camp is 
on the horizon and I hope many of you 
will take the opportunity to participate in 
this craft social weekend.  Until then we 
have a few weeks of beautiful winter 
weather left to enjoy and get some 
wear out of our woolly creations. 

Gillian 
 

President : 

 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 

Vice President: 

 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 

Secretary: 

 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 

Assistant Secretary: 

 Anne O’Connor (0435 511 074) 

Treasurer: 

 Charlotte Kennedy 

Librarian: 

 Miriam Elkin 

Camp Convenor: 

 To be appointed 

Open Day Convenor: 

 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 

Archivist: 

 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 

Newsletter Editors: 

Anne O’Connor 

(amguillesser@gmail.com) 

 Sue Marschke  

 (sue.c.marschke@hotmail.com) 

Digital Media (Facebook/Website): 

 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 

 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to  

De-Arne, our Secretary 

 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
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2019 Open day 

Figure 3Teddy Basket Figure 3Desley Murray at her stall 

Figure 3 Five Raffle Baskets 

Message from your Newsletter Editor  

Our open day, “Warped and Twisted” was a great day.  All members would have received a 

lovely thank you from De-Arne.  I am sure you all congratulate De-Arne for her leadership. 

Our next event is the “Redlands Camp” held at House of Happiness, Woorim, Bribie Island 

on Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd September 2019.  Past reports indicate that this is a time of 

fun, laughter and learning.  The details are being finalised and Gillian will send information 

out to you all when it is available. It will be a wonderful opportunity to catch up with our 

members and other spinning groups. 

Just a reminder that subs were due on June 30th. 

Also, a reminder that Sue and I would love to include any items of interest in the next 

newsletter.  Please email either of us.  The contact details are on the front page. 

 

 

WARPED 

AND 

TWISTED 
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Figure 4 Sandra Davis with the 
Money Tree Prize 

Figure 6 Melanie Jonker at her stall 

Figure 5 Lea Wood spinning alpaca 
and silk 

Figure 7 Chantelle Woods at her 
Fiberific Stall 
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Grace is a Life Member of Redlands Spinners and Weavers and below Archivist, 

Sandra Davis, has written an article about Grace and her membership of Redlands 

Spinners and Weavers.                                                         

GRACE NEILL 

Grace joined the Redlands Spinners and Weavers 

group in 1991 and was awarded our third Life 

Membership on 28th September 2010. She is still a 

very active and creative member, but now resides 

in Room 19 at CapellaBay, 260 Old Cleveland 

Road East   in Capalaba, 

where she continues to knit 

and sew. Grace will celebrate 

her 99th birthday on 26th September this year. She attends the Monday 

Grace’s Knit and Knatter sessions, instigated in July 2016, by Grace 

with great assistance from member Dianne Mitchell. She enjoys these 

as much as the other residents do, agreeing wholeheartedly with the 

statement that, more often than not, she does more nattering than 

knitting! However, these last two years she has broadened her 

repertoire of knitting and sewing to ragmatting in June, 2018 and 

pompom making in July this year! In so doing, she is an inspiration to 

the other 13 residents who regularly attend the sessions and are, in 

most cases, many years younger than Grace.  

During her 25 years in the spinners’ group, Grace participated in its activities with great 

enthusiasm, attending the annual  camps, demonstrating spinning at the erstwhile 

Strawberry Festival in Cleveland, participating in the “Warped & Twisted” exhibition at the 

Redland Museum in 2010, making and donating countless craft items to our various events 

and demonstrations. When she attended a Spinners and Weavers event in Cairns she took 

130 potholders with her and gave them all away! She is 

a very generous person and likes to give her craft items 

as gifts. They are always well received!  

Grace has a wonderful sense of humour and enjoys a 

good joke. She is the proud possessor of a PhD and an 

O.B.E.  She laughs when she tells you these are a Pot 

Holder Distinction and an Over Blooming Eighty award!  

Her three surviving children, Gregory, Pamela and 

Diane, have distinguished careers, and are a true credit to her.  

She has become a very valuable member of the CapellaBay Knit and Knatter, willing to 

share her craft skills and stories, talking with the other residents and making them feel 

welcome.  

  The photo below was taken at a CapellaBay Knit and Knatter session on Monday, 24th 

October 2016.  From left to right are resident Valerie Wiggins, Shelly Key, CapellaBay 

Lifestyle Coordinator, Dianne Mitchell, Grace Neill, Narelle Edmonds. Seated at front are 
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Patricia Wiliams and Sandra Davis. 

Dianne, Narelle, Patricia and Sandra are 

the members of the Redlands Spinners 

and Weavers group who regularly attend 

the sessions.  

Monday, 8th July, was our 149th session. 

We meet every Monday, irrespective of 

public holidays. 

Our Librarian, 

Miriam Elkin, attended this session and enjoyed talking over olden 

times with various residents, in addition to catching up with Grace 

and assisting Elizabeth with her work on a knitting loom.   Here we 

see Grace with the two pompoms (the purple one on Jenny’s loom 

beanie) and the bright green one in her hand. Miriam has the 

knitting loom, which Elizabeth started but was unable to finish.  

Grace’s husband, Ray, was a sailor in the Royal Australian Navy 

during World War II. They married on 8th February, 1947, in 

Wellington, a New South Wales town near Yeoval, where Grace 

grew up on a wheat farm. Sadly, Ray died in 1964, leaving Grace a 

widow at 44 years of age, with five children to raise. So Grace has 

been a widow for 55 years. Like Queen Victoria, she has been a widow far longer than a 

wife!  

Grace started spinning in 1983, when her youngest daughter, Lesley, had recently passed 

away and Grace wanted to keep herself busy. She found spinning a relaxing occupation. In 

recent years, however, she found little time to spin, as her other craft interests proved more 

interesting: patchwork rugs adorned with buttons, bells, trinkets, knitted rugs, whose 50th 

one Grace made in November 2005. You see her above, holding the rug. This photo was 

taken on 2.11.2005.  Below is an example of Grace’s appliqué work, no longer being done 

by her at CapellaBay, but replaced by ragmatting, pompom making and, quite often, 

nattering!   

Here she is, on 25th June, 2018, our 94th session, proudly displaying her completed ragmat!  

Accompanied by her daughter, Pamela, and son, Gregory, Grace 

attended our “Warped and Twisted” event at RPAC in Cleveland.  

She was delighted to be there and 

enjoyed her day. 

SANDRA DAVIS 
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Melody found this article from a very old 

magazine – interesting to compare to the 

available supermarket products 

 

 

Members Share Ideas – De-Arne made a crochet bag for shopping.  It’s a 

free pattern called the Afrikanische Blume  by Maria Magdalena Knoller and can be 

found at www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/afrikanische-blume 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Projects by Members 

Congratulations to Miriam for achieving a 
"Special Mention" in the Embellishment 
section of this year's Beanie Festival in Alice 
Springs NT.   Miriam enters every year and 
always comes up with a surprising 
imaginative entry. – Gillian Smith 
 

The other three members who submitted 

beanies have as yet heard no news. These 

are Annette, Melody and Sandra. To explore 

the Alice Springs Beanie Festival go to -: 
https://beaniefest.org/ 

 

 

https://www.ravelry.com/designers/maria-magdalena-knoller
http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/afrikanische-blume
https://beaniefest.org/
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Ye Old English Fair was held at St. George’s church, on the corner of Thorne Road 

and Victor Street, Birkdale, on Saturday, 11th May. This Fair features traditional British 

activities, such as Belswagger Morris dancing, Medieval jousting and, of course, 

spinning and weaving.  Two of our members manned the Redlands Spinners and 

Weavers stall: Patricia and Sandra. Patricia was spinning and Sandra was 

demonstrating the ancient craft of ragmatting, (a form 

of weaving). Both crafts attracted many interested 

spectators and their questions.  

Stall holders were 

requested to wear heritage 

costume if possible and 

some very beautiful outfits 

appeared. Among these 

was a Friar Tuck  Medieval 

monk’s costume, complete 

with bald head ( a wig), 

worn by Parish priest, 

Reverend Scott Gunthorpe!  

 Here is Sandra, who was 

dressed in her spinner’s 

outfit from northern 

Germany.  

Another eye catching 

costume was worn by 

Alan Hannam, a 

parishioner at St. 

George’s. He 

manned the jumping 

castle beside our stall 

and was dressed as 

Sir Galahad.  
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Entertainment was provided by the Knights Bachelor Medieval 

group, who gave a display of jousting. One of our earlier members, 

JULIE PURSSELL, belonged to this group. Sandra spoke with 

Cathy from this group. She knows Julie. Another member of the 

Knights Bachelor, Desley Rose, spoke with Sandra about 

nalbinding, the name given to Viking knitting, which was worked 

with a single needle, made from a bone or piece of tree branch. 

Interestingly, these Viking needles looked very similar to the tools 

used in ragmatting! Desley was busy making a fine cord on a lucet 

while she was talking with Sandra.  

On the right we see Cathy, who belongs to the Knights Bachelor 

Medieval Group.  

Another group was the Belswagger Morris dance group from 

Toowoomba. The word “Belswagger” is an obsolete English word 

meaning - WAIT FOR IT! - “a lewd man” , or ”a bully”. The dancers 

were neither of these, but were dressed beautifully and performed 

superbly, providing their own music. 

This group is one of South East Queensland’s oldest Morris groups, specialising in 

Cotswold traditions.  

The day was a busy one, with 

many questions asked of us by a 

public who were pleased to see 

traditional crafts being practised 

and taught. Sandra sold out of her 

ragmatting kits early in the day.                                                                              

 

 

SANDRA DAVIS 
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Library News 

YARN Magazine, Issue No 53, March, 2019 and 

Issue No 54, June, 2019 are now in our Library  

Issue 53 includes many patterns and interesting ideas: 

Knitting: 
 
An abundance of pyramids - 3 dimensional and filled with polyester fibre for a 
cushion or tea cosy 
Golden wrap - with raised leaf pattern - 8 ply 
Child’s socks, Adult socks, Beanie and Tea Cosy - all knitted with multicoloured zig 
zag pattern - 8 ply 
Child’s sleeveless cardigan - easily shortened - 12 ply 
Bracelets - 8 ply 
 
Crochet  
Bracelet - with roses - 4 ply cotton 
Mathless mitts - 8 or 10 ply 
Scarf - using circles - 8 or 10 ply 
 
Using your bits and pieces - weave squares to make a coat or scarf - or make 
bracelets 
Felting - make a journal cover  
 
Issue 54 has the theme DIVERSITY with interesting patterns and ideas 
Knitting Diversity: Beanies - children & adults - 8 ply and 10 ply 
Socks - patterned - 8 ply  
Chinese lantern scarf - 8 ply mohair 
Cabled jumpers - 12 ply 
Crochet Diversity: Cardigan - 10 ply 
Twiddlemuffs (with knitting option - using odd balls with interesting yarns and 
textures) 
Necklace - 8 ply variegated  
 
Other yarn crafts: Scarves and Owls - pin loom weaving (also called weave-it 
squares) 
Granny squares can be used 
Tatting - to decorate clear thick barrel pens 
 

MIRIAM ELKIN  

Librarian
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Calendar 


