
 
 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

 

Ewe’s News 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Longs and 

Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12 pm (except December & January) 

and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 

Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm please join us! 

 

 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc  

 PO Box 3255  

  Birkdale Qld 4159  

 Autumn 2019 Newsletter  

 

1 The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of Andrew Laming, 

Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155)  

 

 

 

 

Message from your President 

Hello Everyone 

Our newsletter has had a small hiatus, 
due to Sharyn not being able to 
continue as editor.  Thanks go to 
Sharyn for her contribution.  Thankfully, 
Anne O’Connor has stepped into the 
role, and I am confident Anne will do a 
great job.   

Plans for our 2019 “Warped and 
Twisted” Open Day on the 18 June are 
well underway.  Once again Redland 
City has generously sponsored us, and 
it is sure to be a success at the 
excellent Redlands Performing Arts 
Complex venue.  
 

Until next time keep safe…Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

Our Warped and Twisted annual open 

day is almost here again, it promises to 

be a huge day of fibre, fun and yarn. 

Remember, $30 subs are due in June 

too. 

Until next time…Anne 😊 

 

President : 

 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 

Vice President: 

 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 

Secretary: 

 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 

Assistant Secretary: 

 Anne O’Connor (0435 511 074) 

Treasurer: 

 Charlotte Kennedy 

Librarian: 

 Miriam Elkin 

Camp Convenor: 

 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 

Open Day Convenor: 

 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 

Archivist: 

 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 

Newsletter Editors: 

Anne O’Connor 

(amguillesser@gmail.com) 

 Sue Marschke  

 (Sue.c.marschke@hotmail.com) 

Digital Media (Facebook/Website): 

 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 

 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to  

De-Arne, our Secretary 

 

Warped and Twisted 

Tuesday, 18 June 2019 Redlands Performing Arts Centre 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
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2019 Open day 
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TARTAN BEANIES 

Back in December last year, Valerie, one of the 
residents at CapellaBay, where four of us conduct 
Grace’s Knit and Knatter every Monday afternoon, 
was busy crocheting a tartan rug. Patricia was very 
patiently helping her. Here they are working together 
when the rug was partly finished. 
Valerie taught me the pattern and I thought of 
incorporating it into a beanie. This turned out better 
than I anticipated, 
and I have now 
made five of these 
beanies.  Here is the 
first one.  It is 
worked in shades of 
cream, tan and gold, 
meant to represent 
the desert. I might 

send it to the Alice Springs Beaniefest, where the 
colours would be meaningful. The tartan is in the 
basque and half way up the body. 
Recently I took two 2½ trips   by train from Sydney to 
Newcastle, making two beanies on the way. The fifth 
beanie is worked in royal blue 8 ply yarn. The “tartan” 
is worked in red and white. The beanie, then, has the 
colours of our Australian flag and might appeal as a souvenir to a foreign tourist at the 
Fest. 
The basic pattern is 2 treble crochet then 1 chain. This 
is repeated until the desired length is reached.  Each 
row is the same, being careful to have the eyelets 
created by the chain in alternate positions, i.e. not 
UNDER each other. 
The tartan effect is created by making a long chain in 
contrasting colours and threading it through the 
eyelets. 
The body of the beanies have various cables worked 
in them and the basque has a crocheted shell border. 
If the beanie is intended for a man, this edging can be 
omitted. 
 
Sandra Davis 
 

Projects by Members 



 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Miller’s Alpaca Beanie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lachlan Kennedy as Treasurer for the Day 
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De-Arne completed a shawl called Lost in time – Link to free pattern on Ravelry 

https://mijocrochet.se/2017/03/15/lost-in-time-shawl-sjal/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

If you have any items or events you would like to include in Ewes News 

please email Anne O’Connor or Sue Marschke - contact details are on 

the front page. 
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Library News 

The Library is currently up to date in our listing of books and in the subject index.  

There are three latest additions. These are-: 

1. THE KNITTING AND CROCHET BIBLE, mentioned in my report at the last meeting. 

This is the Complete Handbook for Creative Knitting and Crochet by Claire Crompton 

and Sue Whiting. 

This is a very comprehensive book on aspects and techniques of knitting and crochet 

and contains numerous patterns of projects using those techniques. This is one of our 

KNITTING KNOW-HOW books.  

2. The second one is THE WHEEL, ASHFORD’S FIBERCRAFT MAGAZINE from New 

Zealand. It is kept in a see-through folder.  This is indexed under SPINNING, but 

covers weaving, felting, knitting and dyeing.  

This is a yearly magazine. The first in our Library is issue 30, 2019. Anyone wishing 

to see back issues, please see Lindy Boshler. The latest catalogue is kept with it as a 

separate booklet.  

3. The third new addition was also mentioned in my last report. It is YARN Magazine 

Issue 52, December 2018.  

This contains many interesting articles and the following patterns, which fall into four 

categories.  

 KNITTING: Two tea cosies by Jenny Occleshaw 

Bell Flowers and Pompoms in 8 ply 

Blackberry Patch 8 ply fruit & leaves 4 ply 

Lace ‘n’ easy 

Neck Scarf 

The shrug or top, both in suri alpaca 

Candy floss, a loose-fitting shrug in cotton/silk   8 ply 

Knitted dolls 

CROCHET: The knitting basket   spaghetti yarn or combination of 14 ply yarn and 8 

ply cotton 

FELTING: Yarn pod made with wool roving 

TATTING: Tatted Bag and showing techniques in using the shuttle.  

MIRIAM ELKIN 

LIBRARIAN 
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OUR FOURTH LIFE MEMBER: OLIVE KOLKKA 

It gives us much pleasure to feature in this edition of “EWE’S NEWS” the story of Olive 

Kolkka, who is a long time member of the group, founded on 8th August, 1978. 

In October, 2010, Olive was made our fourth Life Member in recognition of her many 

services to our group over a period of more than thirty years. 

On 9th August, 2011, on the occasion of our group’s 33rd anniversary, Olive presented 

a very comprehensive talk on the history of the group and her early activities in it. This 

was at a meeting in St. Paul’s Hall in Cleveland, where we used to meet until 10th 

March, 2015, when we moved to the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club in Fitzroy 

Street, Cleveland.. This talk was recorded and holds a special place in our archives, 

currently maintained by Sandra Davis. 

Olive began her talk by telling us she started spinning and weaving in the early 1970s 

when she lived at Southport. She attended the weaving  lessons with a friend, Dorrie 

Clark. The two ladies drove from Southport to Terranora Lakes. The weaving lesson 

was at the house of a Swedish couple, Anna and Oscar. Anna gave the weaving 

lesson to the accompaniment of songs by the Swedish quartet ABBA, who were very 

popular at that time. Oscar made the loom. 

Dorrie picked up the skill of weaving very fast. She lived close to a carpet factory and 

collected lengths of carpet wool from there. In 1975 Olive moved to Loganholme and 

joined the Queensland Spinners and Weavers group, who meet at 12 Payne Street, 

Auchenflower. She and Dorrie quickly became fleece buyers for the group, often 

travelling long distances to obtain the fleeces. Dorrie introduced Olive to Delvene 

Mitchell and Olive drove Dorrie and herself to Del’s property in Emil’s utility.  Emil was 

Olive’s husband. 

In 1978 Olive joined the Redlands Spinners and Weavers group, where she was very 

generous in sharing her expert knowledge of knitting, spinning and weaving with both 

new and old members. She was very 

active in attending various events, 

demonstrating spinning, working on 

craft stalls, assisting with our 2010 

“Warped and Twisted” exhibition at 

the Redland Museum, working at our 

Open Days,  to mention but four. 

One of the earliest photos we have 

of Olive was taken in 1993, when 

she attended an event at 

“Woodlands”. Here we see her with 

Maida Snell and Betty Collyer. 
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On 22nd July, 2003,  she was seen with Shirley Graham, holding 

a baby’s rug she had knitted for the Big W  charity auction. 

Shirley embroidered the motifs on it. The two ladies are outside 

the hall at St. Paul’s in Cleveland. 

Not long afterwards, she was spied 

on 6th September, 2003,  spinning at 

the Spring Festival at the 

showground in Cleveland. 

In December of that same year –the 

13th – Olive attended our annual 

Christmas party, which this time was 

held at “Self Indulgence” in 

Panorama Drive, Thornlands.  You 

see her here with Koosje van 

Hammeren, enjoying the festive 

atmosphere and also a joke. Olive 

had a great sense of humour and was very sociable, as this 

photo clearly shows… 

On the 18th June, 2013, our Open Day was held at Stella 

Maris in Passage Street, Cleveland.  Here we see Olive 

working on the Bring and Buy stall in the hall there.  She 

felt quite at home amongst the knitting needles and yarn on 

the stall! 

A few weeks later, on 27th 

August, 2013,  Grace Neill and 

Olive, both Life Members,  were 

chosen to cut the  birthday cake  

to celebrate our group’s 35th 

birthday.  This was in St.Paul’s 

Hall. Grace had been made a 

Life Member in September, 

2010,  shortly before Olive. 
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Grace now resides at CapellaBay in Capalaba and is 

looking forward to her 99th birthday in September this year. 

Olive is  ten years younger than Grace.  

As previously mentioned,. Olive supported our Open Days 

every June. In 2016, though, on 21st June, she received a 

very unexpected surprise: she met up with a very old friend 

from Manly, whom she had not seen for almost 70 years! 

This was Trevor Hickman, 

whom Olive knew when he 

was a baby. Here they are, 

standing  in front of our 1988 

shearer banner, painted by 

Redland artist and sculptor, 

David Renn, when he was a 

teenager.  

 It was hard to know who was 

the happier; they spent some 

time catching up on more 

than half a century of family and other news. Open Day 

was held for the third year  at RPAC at 2-16 Middle 

Street, Cleveland and continues to  be held at this venue, 

though the name of the event was changed on 19th June, 

2018,  to “Warped and Twisted” , the name of our 2010 

exhibition at the Redland Museum. This is its current 

name.  

As mentioned previously, Olive was always very happy 

to share her many skills. On 

10th February, 2004, she taught Sandra Davis how to cast 

on in rib, then 8 years later, on her 81st birthday on 23rd 

October, 2012, taught Sandra how to cast off in rib.  Here 

she holds the completed sample.  

Our exhibition, “Warped and Twisted”, at the Redland 

Museum involved much preparation and Olive participated 

in this with her usual enthusiasm and expertise. Here we see 

her with Grace at St.Paul’s, on 24th November, 2009,  hard 

at work assembling the indoor plant dusters  which were 

given out as gifts to those many hundreds who attended the 

exhibition. Both ladies were concentrating very hard on this 

task, which they performed very capably.  
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Almost a year later, Olive was 

photographed displaying the mohair rug 

she made from yarn from the shop of her 

daughter, Debbie.  It was knitted in the well 

known 

“Heather” 

pattern  and 

was, like all of 

Olive’s work,  

exquisitely  

done, a true 

credit to her.  

She is standing 

near the 

gardens at St. Paul’s, Shore Street, Cleveland.  

 We have already mentioned the talk on the history of the 

group given by Olive on 9th August, 2011.  We shall 

conclude this account of Olive’s  interesting involvement in 

the group with two photos taken on that day. The first 

shows Olive displaying the jumper she made for Emil and 

the second shows her holding the 15” merino staple from a 

sheep which had not been shorn for 6 years, while Emil’s 

jumper rests on her lap. Olive spoke of the jumper and the 

staple in her talk.  

Sadly, Olive decided that 2014 would be her last year 

as a member of the group, as the trip from Loganholme 

to Cleveland was becoming too much of a challenge. 

However, she remained in contact with us and still 

attended some of our events. 

Since August, 2017, she has 

lived with her daughter, Jenifer, 

in Victoria, so is no longer able 

to visit us.  

This very talented and friendly 

lady is sadly missed by us. In 

her 36 years as a member, she    

contributed a vast amount of 

knowledge and skills.   

 

 

 

Sandra Davis. Group Archivist.  
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