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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm (except 

December & January) and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month 
at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Spring 2018 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
Vice President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  
 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 
Assistant Secretary: 
 Sue Marshke (3348 3917) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (0477 852 985) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter Editors: 

 Sharyn Kann (0421 707 207) 
Digital Media (Facebook/Website): 
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to De-Arne, our 
Secretary 

 

 

Our 40th Year 

 

Message from your President 
 
Hello everyone 
 
Our Bribie Camp in August was well attended and 
even though the weather was a little wet, we were 
not inconvenienced and had a good time, there was 
much noise and laughter. 
 
On Tuesday the 28 August, 26 members enjoyed a 
buffet lunch to celebrate Redlands Spinners and 
Weavers’ Fortieth birthday which was the 8 August.  
In June our open day “Warped and Twisted” was 
also a celebration of our Forty years, and an 
outstanding success, thanks to the hard work of 
Shirley Graham and members. 
 
Looking forward, we have our election of officers in 
October and Christmas Party in December to round 
off a busy year. 
 
Until next time, keep safe. 
 
Gillian 

 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 
 

Good heavens, where has Winer gone?  I was so 

looking forward to the cooler weather to wear some 

of my knitteds.  In this issue, I am starting my Good, 

Bad and Ugly articles on the fibres that we.have 

available for crafting.  Sandra has written a 

wonderful history of our group and our Banner. 

Thank you, Sandra.  I’ve also included some info 

and charts on Wraps per Inch. 

 

 

Until next time…Sharyn  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Our latest YARN magazine is Issue 50 - June, 2018.  A very interesting and colourful 50th 

Issue. Patterns include: 

Knitting 

Tea Cosy -  using entrelac rectangles - 8 ply 

Socks -   Purple Knee highs - 4 ply 

Kaleidoscope - leg made up of colourful circles, knitted first - 4 ply 

Jumper -   “Flourish” - 2 tone, with upper patterned - 10 ply 

Jacket -   lightweight, with basket rib pattern - 4 ply (Bendigo) 

Evening bag (with decorations) -  12 ply 

Crochet 

Celebration Poncho -   lacy pattern - cotton/acrylic (any 10 ply yarn will work) 

Cuff, Brooch, Earring -  multicoloured - 8 ply 

Longnoh -    a dragonesque toy, with horns - 4 ply cotton 

Knitting and Crochet 

Scrumbling - making a garment - using variegated stitches and patterns, flowers, etc -joining 

together as you go; 

Slip stitch crochet technique - for making mitts, etc. 

 

Miriam Elkin 

Librarian 
 

 

EQUIPMENT HIRE 
 

Equipment card 1 to borrow equipment -see borrowing cards 

Please note that there is a refundable deposit of $50 when hiring RSW equipment. 

 

Ashford spinning wheel no 1 

Ashford spinning wheel no 2 

(all wheels have bobbins & lazy kates) 

 

1 x Inkle loom (bench type) 

1 x Inkle loom (on stand) 

1 x Wool winder 

1 x Cord maker 

3 x Weave-it squares 6.5” square - (with instructions) 

2 x Drop spindles 

1 x Bench carder (also called table carder) 

1 x Wild drum carder (for clean fibre only) 

1 x Ashford wide drum carder 

1 x Ashford knitter’s loom (rigid heddle loom) (kept with this is: library book no 178 is The 

Ashford Book of Projects – 24 fashion projects using the Ashford knitter’s loom) 

1 x Blending board 
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SPRING CAMP PHOTOS 
 
For those of us who missed our Bribie Island Spring Camp, this year held in August, here are some 

photos to see what you missed. 

 
 

 
So many choices of things to do and learn 

 
Raffle prizes 

 
And so many goodies to tempt the attendees 

 
If that is what being hard at work looks like, 

lead me to it! 

 
It was perfect weather for crafting! 

 
One craft leads to another. 
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The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 
A Series about the different fibres we may use for spinning, weaving, knitting & crocheting. 

 
Episode 1: Bamboo 

Introduction 
 
In our crafts, we often make much of our natural fibres and dyes.  But there is actually no definition 
within our crafts, or the industries relating to them, for the word “Natural”.  In fact that is the case 
for most industries including the health and beauty industries.  With no set definition or accepted 
industry standard, the word has become little more than a meaningless marketing tool that is all too 
frequently used. 
 
When it comes to products made with Bamboo fibre, the benefits attributed to it have become 
almost mythical.  Words like sustainable, anti-bacterial, anti-microbial, hypoallergenic, hygienic, 
along with natural, are used to describe products made from this fibre.  But do the end products 
really live up to those descriptions? 
 
What is Bamboo 
 
Bamboo is a grass that grows prolifically in parts of Asia.  As many gardeners know, there are several 
types, some of which can be quite fast and invasive growers.  China, in particular, has vast bamboo 
forests, much of which has been cleared for the growing of food, and putting pressure on native 
fauna, including the Giant Panda, due to habitat loss.  And recently, there has been an increasing 
demand for bamboo products, putting new pressures on those food growing areas and remaining 
forests.  The high demand has meant that not all bamboo is produced organically, and growth 
accelerators are sometimes used when the natural fast growth is just not fast enough. 
 
Bamboo has a number of end uses, scaffolding (particularly in Asia), building and flooring materials, 
household utensils and food, as well as its use in producing a fibre.  While we are used to the 
production of plant fibres for fabric, - flax/linen, nettles/rami (or Chinese/Indian linen as rami is 
sometimes called), hemp and of course, cotton – the process from plant to spinnable fibre does not 
involve the use of harsh chemicals.  Not so Bamboo.  “Textiles labelled as being made from bamboo 
are usually not made by mechanical crushing and retting. They are generally synthetic rayon made 
from cellulose extracted from bamboo.” Wikipedia. 
 
 
Bamboo Fibre Production 
 
Bamboo uses a process developed in the mid-19th century to produce a viscose or rayon fibre.  This 
process converts cellulose to an eventual fibre using chemicals, and was originally used for the 
production of an artificial silk.  The resulting fibre is regarded as a semi-synthetic. 
 
“Bamboo leaves and the soft, inner pith from the hard bamboo trunk are extracted using a steaming 
process and then mechanically crushed to extract the cellulose. Typically cellulose is purified, treated 
with lye, dissolved (in carbon disulfide), and re-formed to make rayon.” Wikipedia. 
 
“The viscose processing results in the same chemical waste products as wood-pulp viscose, notably 
carbon disulfide, but bamboo cellulose is suitable for a closed-loop viscose process that captures all 
solvents used.  Workers are seriously harmed by the carbon disulfide used to make bamboo viscose. 
Effects include psychosis, heart attacks, liver damage, and blindness. The CS2 is volatile; rayon 
workers inhale it, but it is not found in the finished product. Rayon factories rarely give information 
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on their occupational exposure limits and compliance, and legal limits even in developed countries 
are too lax to avoid harm.” Wikipedia. 
 
Most Bamboo viscose or rayon is produced in China, while some is also produced in other SE Asian 
countries and in Canada.  The process uses a lot of water with the chemicals, and while the closed 
loop method can retrieve the chemicals used before the water is released back into the 
environment, this is not always the case and is not often monitored. 
 
Those advertising claims 
 
“Textiles labelled as being made from bamboo are usually not made by mechanical crushing and 
retting. They are generally synthetic rayon made from cellulose extracted from bamboo. In the US, 
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has ruled that unless a yarn is made directly with bamboo fibre 
— often called “mechanically processed bamboo” — it must be called "rayon" or "rayon made from 
bamboo".[9][11] The EPA noted that the manufacturing process further purifies the cellulose, alters the 
physical form of the fibre, and modifies the molecular orientation within the fibre and its degree of 
polymerization. The end product is still cellulose,[12] and is very similar to rayon made from cellulose 
from other sources, such as wood pulp.”  In 2010, the FTC fined some major American companies 
including JC Penny for using the terms “bamboo sheets” and “bamboo socks”.  No such action has 
been taken in Australia, so products that are made from this form of viscose are still being labeled 
“Bamboo” and unproven claims of its benefits are still being made. 
 
I have seen claims of Bamboo as being a sustainable source of fibre.  Sustainable the bamboo plant 
itself it may be, due to its fast growing habit, and high level of carbon sequestration.  But the process 
of turning bamboo into a fibre is certainly not sustainable for the environment, or workers’ health. 
 
Conclusion 
 
I set out on this journey of discovery after I invested in some bamboo (viscose rayon) sheets.  Yes, 
they are lovely and soft, light as a feather, cool in Summer and surprisingly warm in Winter as 
claimed.  But the other claims made about them remain unproven. 
 
I started to see some comments about bamboo fibre on a couple of the Facebook forums and went 
searching.  What I found really did open my eyes to the whole process of producing viscose rayon 
from any source of cellulose.  Article after article can be found thanks to Google, whether it is from 
Wikipedia, research, companies who choose not to use bamboo sourced viscose rayon, or radio and 
TV shows (primarily on the ABC).  Discounting those from companies who will not use it, there is 
enough information about the processing methods from unbiased and reliable sources to convince 
me. 
 
Reading the labels on the clothes hanging in our shops would reveal the extent to which viscose 
rayon fabrics have invaded our lives.  Do I feel comfortable using items made from any viscose rayon 
knowing what I know now?  No. 
 
When it comes to fibres for any use including crafting, my personal conclusion is that I would put it 
in the UGLY camp. 
 
If you would like to share your thoughts on Bamboo as a fibre, please let me know.  Whether you 
agree or disagree with me, I’d love to hear your thoughts.  Open discussions are always welcome! 
 
Sharyn 
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The Story of our Shearer Banner. 

 Our group was founded forty years ago, on 8th August, 1978.  It came about because of a meeting in 
1977 at a weaving display at St. John’s Cathedral in Brisbane: two spinners and weavers, Betty Tree 

of Thornlands and Jennie Shute from Alexandra Hills, attended this 
display and started a conversation. Shortly afterwards, Betty 
contacted Jennie and in September, 1977, they began meeting at 
Jennie’s home.  They were joined by three other crafty ladies: Pat 
Lack, Deirdre Hauguases and Judy Avery. THE GROUP WAS 
UNDERWAY! 
 
The photo of Betty and the sheep Hilda appeared in the “Bayside 
Bulletin” in 1978. 
 

 
The photo on the right comes from the “Bayside Bulletin” of 10th 
November, 1987.  It shows Betty,  seated in the centre, with six 
members of the group farewelling her. From left to right they are: 
Shirley Smith, Carol Englefield, Ailsa McKnight, Vera Englefield, Pat 
Lack and Susan Murray. . 
 
The first official recorded meeting of the group was the 8th 
AUGUST,1978.   Our present Vice-President, Merhyl Shevill, is a 
pre 1985 member. Two others. Olive Kolkka, our fourth life 
member, and Susan Murray are still with us, but unable to attend meetings due to ill health. Merhyl 
was made a life member in September, 2016.  Pat Lack lives at Ormiston and is well, but no longer 
an active member of our group. She was made a life member in June, 1999.    
 
Meetings were first held at the homes of Jennie Shute and Pat Lack until 1985,  when the numbers 

had expanded to such a degree that a move to Saint Paul’s Hall  in Cross Street, Cleveland, was 

warranted.  On Tuesday, 10th March, 2015 we relocated to the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club in 

Henry Ziegenfusz Park, Fitzroy Street, Cleveland. This remains our current meeting venue. 

 

I joined the group on 12th December, 2000 and it was not long before I saw 

our large sepia toned shearer’s banner signed “D.RENN”. This was taken to 

complement our public displays, at venues such as Ormiston House and the 

Strawberry Festival, and also used at our Open Days.  As group archivist, I 

noticed that the earliest photo we have of the banner was taken at St. Paul’s 

on Open Day in 1990.   It shows Jan Bowell, made our fifth life member in 

December, 2015, modelling a grey knitted coat  in the fashion parade. It 

seems that the banner was about two years old at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 You ask: How do I know this?   I shall tell you…….. 

 

On Friday, 27th July, 2018, I met and spoke with David Renn, the talented artist who painted the sepia 

motif of the shearer and his merino sheep. Some years ago I noted the name D.RENN and when an 

artist named Narelle Renn produced an exhibition of her work at the Redland Museum, where I work, 

I wondered if there was a connection, but failed to act on it. However, as this is our 40 th anniversary, I 

decided it was time to research the history of the banner. David was delighted to see his painting again 

after all these years and even more delighted to find that we still use it at our various events. He said 
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he was a young man when Betty Tree commissioned him to make it in 1988.  He thought it was 

needed in a hurry to display at an upcoming event. The Renn and Tree families were friends and 

David has very fond memories of Betty.  He also knew weaver Kay Faulkner, who was a member of 

our group in the 1980s. 

 

The painting is done in artist’s acrylic straight on to the light calico material. David did not have a 

model or a photograph as his base, but has seen pictures of shearers at work and painted the image 

casually. The faint pencil lines visible on the calico prompted this recollection. David asked for no 

payment for his work, but Betty sent him a felted hat some time after its completion instead. He still 

has the hat!  

 

He was fascinated by the photo of Betty with Hilda the sheep, telling me that Hilda was won by the 

Renn family in a school fête competition to guess the sheep’s weight! 

 

 David is a talented artist, following in the footsteps of his mother, Narelle Renn and maternal 

grandmother, Sally Dainty. His son, Thomas, is also a talented artist, a motion graphics designer. His 

daughter, Eleanor, is also artistically gifted, but does not work in this field.  So we have four 

generations of a talented family represented here. 

 

As mentioned previously, the earliest 

photo we have of the banner was 

taken at Open Day on 26th June, 

1990.  The latest ones were taken at 

the Redland Museum on Friday, 27th 

July, 2018. They show David and 

Sandra with the banner in the 

boardroom at the museum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s have a look now at some of the other photos of the banner taken over the years. 

 

This is the one closest in time to the one of Jan in 

1990; it was taken in 1994 at a public event, but no 

other details are known. The banner would be six 

years old  at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the right we see our group Librarian, Miriam Elkin, modelling her 

homespun jacket and scarf on Open Day, 19th June, 2007.   

 

On 16th June, 2015, we held our Open Day at RPAC in Middle Street, Cleveland, for the first time. 

Melanie Jonker, editor of “Ewe’s News” and maintainer of our group’s Website, was instrumental in 

obtaining this venue for us. It remains our current venue for our annual Open Day, now, for the first 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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time, renamed “Warped and Twisted” after an exhibition at the  Redland Museum 

in 2010 by the same name organised by Shirley Graham in 

2010. Shirley was made a life member in May, 2017. 

 

Here on the left, we see one of the RPAC staff, Dan, admiring 

the banner. 

 

On the right are two of our earlier members, sisters Maxine Morrison and 

Lorraine Schreiber,  at RPAC on Tuesday, 21st June, 2016. 

 

 

 

Olive Kolkka, our fourth life member, at 

Open Day at RPAC on 21st June, 2016. 

 

At right you see a closer view of David’s 

painting. Over the years, photos of it have 

mostly included people standing near it 

or spinning in front of it, so it is time to 

see an unobstructed view of it. 

 

 

 

 

It has already been mentioned that David is a talented artist and he is 

also a sculptor. Let’s conclude this article by looking at just one of his 

exquisite works: it a surreal interpretation of an old cottage perched on 

an orb. If you wish to see more of this artist’s work, simply access his 

Website by Googling his name. There are dozens of his creations on 

show. 

 

We are very fortunate that Betty Tree, thirty years ago, invited David 

to paint our banner and, I feel, even more fortunate that David accepted 

her invitation.  

 

 

 

 

SANDRA DAVIS. 
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Wraps per inch (2.5cm) 
 

 

I have spent far more time knitting, than spinning, so I am yet to master the art of spinning yarn to a 

particular predetermined ply, even roughly.  If I am spinning a portion of fleece, I spin it greasy (my 

preferred method) and let the fleece tell me how to spin it.  I am currently spinning some Corriedale 

and it is spinning rather fine.  What I will do with it will depend on how metres I have when finished, 

and how it will knit up with various size needles.  To determine the latter, wraps per inch is what I 

need to get me started. 

 

I have seen many charts for determining the ply = wraps per inch and here are a couple.  To determine 

wraps per inch/2.5cm: 

 Take a pencil or a ruler, and carefully wrap your yarn around it for at least a couple of inches; 

 Make sure your yarn is not too tight or too loose.  Each wrap should lie side by side with the 

next one; 

 Using a ruler to measure a section in the middle of your wraps, count the number of wraps per 

inch/2/5cm; 

 The finer the yarn, the more wraps per inch; and the thicker the yarn, the fewer wraps per 

inch; 

 Compare to the charts (examples below). 

 

Knitting a couple of large test squares using different sized needles allows you to assess the feel and 

drape that best suits your yarn. 

 

If you have a different method, or a variation on the above, please share it with me so that I can 

share it with others in the newsletter.  And, if you are adept at spinning to a predetermined 

ply/wraps per inch, I would really love to hear about how you do it. 

 

Ravelry Standard Yarn Weights 

Name 
Ply (UK, 
NZ, AU) 

Wraps per 
inch 

Knit gauge (4 in / 
10 cm) 

Crochet 
gauge 

Yarnstandards.com 

Thread     0 : Lace 

Cobweb 1 ply     0 : Lace 

Lace 2 ply   32-34 stitches  0 : Lace 

Light 

Fingering 
3 ply   32 stitches  0 : Lace 

Fingering 4 ply  14 wpi  28 stitches  1 : Super Fine 

Sport 5 ply  12 wpi  24-26 stitches  2 : Fine 

DK 8 ply  11 wpi  22 stitches  3 : Light 

Worsted 10 ply  9 wpi  20 stitches  4 : Medium 

Aran 10 ply  8 wpi  18 stitches  4 : Medium 

Bulky 12 ply  7 wpi  14-15 stitches  5 : Bulky 

Super Bulky  5-6 wpi  7-12 stitches  6 : Super Bulky 

Jumbo  0-4 wpi  0-6 stitches  7 : Jumbo 

 

See the next page for another chart. 
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International standard weight (Wikipedia) 

Below is a table comparing yarn weights (ply or thicknesses) in a range of countries  

USA UK Australia 

Wraps 

Per 

Inch 

Recommended 

knitting needle 

size, mm 

Recommended 

crochet hook 

size, mm 

Other terms 

used 

0 or 

Lace  
1 ply   40+ 

wpi  
1.5 - 2.5  1.5 - 2.5  

Single, 

Cobweb, 

Thread, 

Zephyr  

0 or 

Lace  
2 ply   30-40 

wpi  
1.5 - 2.5  1.5 - 2.5   

1 or 

Super 

Fine  

3 ply  3 ply  
20-30 

wpi  
2 - 3  2.25 - 3.5  

Light 

Fingering, 

Sock, Baby  

1 or 

Super 

Fine  

4 ply  4 ply  
14-24 

wpi  
2 - 3  2.25 - 3.5  

Fingering, 

Sock, Baby  

2 or Fine   5 ply  
12-18 

wpi  
3 - 4  3.5 - 4.5  

Sport, Baby, 

3-ply 

(obsolete 

American)  

3 or 

Light  

DK 

(Double 

Knit) or 8 

ply  

8 ply  
11-15 

wpi  
4 - 4.5  4.5 - 5.5  

Light 

Worsted, DK  

4 or 

Medium  

Aran, 

Triple 

Knit 

(rare)  

10 or 12 

ply  

9-12 

wpi  
4.5 - 5.5  5.5 - 6.5  

Worsted, 

Afghan, 

Fisherman, 4-

ply (obsolete 

American)  

5 or 

Bulky  

Chunky, 

Double 

Double 

Knit 

(rare)  

12 or 16 

ply  
6-8 wpi  5.5 - 8  6.5 - 9  Craft, Rug  

6 or 

Super 

Bulky  

Super 

Chunky  
 5-6 wpi  >8  >9  Roving  

7 or 

Jumbo  
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