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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm (except 

December & January) and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month 
at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Autumn 2018 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
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 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  
 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 
Assistant Secretary: 
 Sue Marshke (3348 3917) 
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 Charlotte Kennedy 
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 Miriam Elkin 
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 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
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 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 

 Sharyn Kann (0421 707 207) 
Digital Media (Facebook/Website): 
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to De-Arne, our 
Secretary 

 

2018 

Our 40th Year!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 
 
2018 is a very significant year for Redlands 
Spinners & Weavers; in August we’ll be 
celebrating our 40th Birthday, and in June 
we will be staging an extra special Open 
Day to celebrate. I look forward to making 
this a memorable year with you all. 
 
Until next time keep safe. 
…Gillian 
 
Message from your Newsletter Editor 

Hello Members 
This is my first edition of your newsletter 
and I hope that I can live up to Mel’s high 
standards.  In this edition, we feature 
Sandra’s article on the visit to our Society 
in November by Loretta Reedman and her 
Uncle and Aunt to show us her lap 
weaving; some photos from our Christmas 
Party and recent January Camp; and my 
article on changing the shape of a triangle 
shawl to a crescent shaped one. 
 
 

Until next time…Sharyn  
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A Visit by a Lap Weaver 

 
On 28 November, our final meeting for 2017, Loretta Reedman from Upper Mount Gravatt, 

accompanied by her Uncle Charlie and Aunt Anne Mangano, visited us to talk about her grandfather’s 

learning of lap weaving while he was an Italian internee in Gaythorne and Loveday camps during 

World War II. 

Her grandfather was Carmelo Mangano, Charlie’s father. An immigrant from Sicily, Carmelo 

migrated to Australia in 1913 on board the “Cantrementer”, landing at Fremantle on Australia Day. 

2½ years later he moved to Queensland, where he purchased a sugar cane plantation in Babinda. As a 

cane cutter, he worked in various districts in Queensland, Tully, and then Severnlea near Stanthorpe. 

In 1942 he received a very unpleasant surprise when an officer appeared at his front door and 

announced that he was being interned at Gaythorne, the reason being that he was Italian and Italy at 

that time was an enemy of the Allies. Because Carmelo often left his farm to assist newly arrived 

Italians who were not fluent in English, he appeared to be under some suspicion, a possible security 

risk. 

During his internment, he managed to learn the complicated craft of lap 

weaving. Loretta was keen to learn the craft.  However, she found it 

difficult to find someone to show her. After approaching many craft 

groups to no avail, Loretta was assisted by a parishioner from her 

church who suggested she come along to the St. Bernard’s craft group, 

as a few Italian ladies attended.  At her first visit Loretta met Nancy, an 

elderly Italian woman who knew how to do the craft. Nancy was taught 

by a soldier in Italy during World War II when she was about eighteen 

years old.  Her Italian name is Nunziata Raunik. Loretta is now being 

taught by Nancy and is proud to be able to continue the legacy of her 

grandfather’s craft.  

After further research, Loretta has found many different patterns can be 

achieved, including, but not limited to, the Daisy pattern and the Pom 

Pom pattern, which is the piece 

made by her grandfather, the one 

Loretta brought along to our meeting and which is being held 

by Charlie in the photo. 

It appears that this craft originated in the Appalachian region of 

North America.  Carmelo made only two pieces of lap weaving, 

one of which Loretta brought with her to show us.  ou see it on 

the left. The other is in America.  
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The visit was arranged by our third Life Member, Grace Neill, whose 

daughter-in-law, Kay, is Anne’s sister. Grace now resides at Capella Bay 

in Capalaba, but attended this meeting, which she thoroughly enjoyed. You 

see her on the right, with Loretta, Anne and Charlie, who is holding his late 

father’s piece of lap weaving.  

We thank Grace for initiating this visit. 

Sandra Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2018 Camp 

AKA Secret Women’s Business 
 

On Monday, 29 January, about 19 members and 

visitors gathered for the first of our 2018 Camps at 

the House of Happiness, Bribie Island. Within an 

hour or so of arriving, we had staked out our beds in 

the dorms, and set up our crafting spots in the hall. 

While it was hot, there was quite a breeze blowing. 

Rain showers in the evening, while welcome, only 

added to the humidity in the following days. Our 

own fans kept us comfortable at night in the dorms, 

but the fans in the hall had a much harder job. I 

think more than a few of us appreciated the pool for 

cooling dips throughout the days. 

 

 

As always, Lindy had an 

excellent range of goodies, 

essential tools, and books to 

tempt us. Spinning, 

weaving, knitting and 

crochet, Lindy has it 

covered. 

 

My New Year’s Eve 

promise of no more yarn or 

fluff for the year, was 

quickly broken. 
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Annemarie, from Fine Fibre Boutique, 

visited us on the Tuesday. Her Merino and 

Possum blend slivers was a hit as was her 

lovely soft Alpaca. 

 

I really enjoy the camps with their chance 

of more crafting time, catching up with 

friends and making new ones. Tips and 

information are freely shared, along with 

our wine and nibbles at Wine O’Clock. What more could we want? If you haven’t managed to come 

along to a camp, I can highly recommend you give it a try. 

 

 

Thanks to Jan and Gillian for their work in organising the camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharyn 

 

 

 

 

Triangle to Crescent 

I recently saw a photo and post on one of the Facebook forums, where a forum member had used a 

pattern for a triangle shawl and, by adding an extra increase on the outer edges of every second row, 

managed to give the shawl a gentle curve on the top edge. Those of us who knit shawls already know 

that a curved top edge sits better when worn. It was such a simple idea that I tried it out myself and 

thought I would share it for those who are not accustomed to altering shawl shapes. 

 

The forum member was kind enough to share 

with the forum how she did it in this particular 

instance. The original pattern is Shaelyn by 

Leila Raabe, a triangle, sport weight shawl 

with alternating bands of garter and an easy 

lace pattern. It is available on Ravelry for 

online purchase. 
 

I had enough Sport (5ply) weight yarn left 

over from another shawl, in 2 colours – a rich 

chocolate brown and a cream. Like the forum 

member, I decided that I would do it in the 2 

colours. Well, actually, it was not much of a 

decision as I had to use the 2 colours to have 

enough yarn!  Figure 1 Original photo from Leila Raabe's Ravelry page 
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The pattern calls for a K2, M1 at the beginning of each alternate row and a M1 K2 at the end of the 

same row, along with a M1 on either side of the centre spine. 

 

 
 

By adding a simple YO (K2, YO, M1 at the beginning, and another (M1, YO, K2) at the end, a lovely 

curve is made on the top edge. For my shawl, I also changed the M1 on either side of the centre spine, 

to a YO.  Fairly aggressive blocking is needed to make the most of the lace peaks both in the body of 

the shawl and on the bottom edge. Each peak in the body as well as the bottom edge was pinned 

although some of the peaks were softened once the pins were removed. In my example above, it really 

was a case of yarn chicken, as of course, changing the shape to add the curve, required more yarn than 

what was needed in the original and I kept knitting until it was clear that I could not add any more 

repeats. The chocolate Cascade Sport yarn used did run a little in the soak, which in this case, was 

fine as the lighter colour took on a fawn appearance which I rather like. 

 

In the original pattern, the increased stitches in the lace sections at the ends of the rows and in the 

centre are simply done in the garter stitch, so this was maintained.  he lace pattern is an 11 stitch 

repeat, so it was easy to work out the number of repeats for each lace section. I simply counted out the 

11 stitches for each repeat from the centre spine, marking each repeat with a stitch marker so that I 

knew where to begin the lace pattern on each new section. 

 

In our last Newsletter, Mel published a set of diagrams showing the increases needed to create the 

different shapes for shawls, so if like me, you find a shawl pattern that you like but would like to 

tweak the shape, give it a go. I would love to publish photos of your efforts with details of how you 

did it. 

 

Sharyn 

(e: sandlkann@bigpond.com) 
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Christmas Party Photos 

 
It might have been a hot day on Tuesday 12 December, but some very cool ladies gathered to 

celebrate Christmas and another successful year of crafting, at the Redlands Golf Club. Thank you to 

the members who arranged the day, and set up the room.   

 

 

 

  

Christmas Baubles crocheted by Charlotte             The Secret Santa Table 

 

 

 

Table decorations?  Well, they did look very  

decorative sitting at the table. 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/


The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 7 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

Hand Plying (Andean without the twist) 

by Lorraine Smith 

 

Back when I was on my spindle road trip in 2003, one of the many wise spinners I met taught me this 

handy plying method, and I have since called on it in many situations. I call it "handy plying" and, 

funny as it may sound, you too may soon find it handy. 

 

But wait: why would I handy ply? Why not just Andean ply if I want to quickly create a two-ply yarn 

with one singles? 

 

A few reasons: 

When the "bracelet" is slid onto the wrist, it can't fall apart because it is actually a continuous loop 

(unlike Andean plying -- it took me a hundred goes at it to realize that Andean plying is just a series 

of loops resting on top of one another, first from one side, then from the other). This is especially 

important for lengths under 8 yards that are too short to wrap more than a couple times around. 

 

Some find the more commonly used Andean plying confusing, are intimidated by it, or have to relearn 

it every time they attempt it. Handy plying by comparison is very simple. 

 

When plying a fine, high twist singles (such as a fine silk) or a fibre that is apt to snarl and tangle 

(such as mohair), this method means the singles can be tensioned by sliding the "bracelet" only as far 

as the widest part of the hand, and using the hand-span to keep tension on the singles as it is plied off. 

Even right up to the very last length, this tension will hold the yarn in place until it enters the plying 

process. 

 

The "handy plying" method, illustrated in the diagram above, is 

especially practical in a workshop setting where lots of small 

singles are being spun up. 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
http://www.mielkesfarm.com/andean.htm


The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 8 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

Instructions 

So how does one handy ply? See the 

diagram at right, and follow these steps: 

 

1. With the palm of your non-preferred 

hand facing you, anchor one end of your 

singles onto your baby finger (a couple 

snug -- not tight -- wraps should do it). 

 

2. Thread the yarn behind your middle 

finger, in front of your index finger and 

thumb, around the back of your hand, 

trailing in front of your pinky and ring 

finger, and returning behind your 

middle finger. 

 

3. Follow the trail of the loop you just 

made, until you run out of singles. 

 

4. Angle your middle finger down 

enough to let you slide the yarn out 

from in between your fingers, down 

over your middle finger so the loops are 

around your whole hand. This creates a 

"bracelet" or a set of loops of yarn that 

you can then slide onto your wrist or, in 

the case of a tangle-prone yarn, onto your stretched hand-span. 

 

5. Unwrap the anchored end from your pinky and pinch it together with the other end. 

Ply away! 

 

The singles will thread off your wrist much like with Andean plying, and you'll find that with very 

short lengths, you will soon be holding the folded mid-point of the singles and recalling that "ply" 

really means "fold" and this is an easy way to fold your yarn in two. 

 

This article was originally printed in Spinners' Quarterly.  

For more information or to subscribe, 

 

 

 

 

 

The "handy plying" method, illustrated in the diagram above, is especially practical in a workshop 

setting where lots of small singles are being spun up. 
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2018 Diary Dates   Access/Morning Tea Duties 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 10 – Knit and Knatter 

March 13 – Meeting # 3 

March 24 – Knit and Knatter 

March 27 – Meeting # 4 

April 10 – Meeting # 5 

April 14– Knit and Knatter 

April 24 – Meeting # 6 

April 28 – Knit and Knatter 

May 8 – Meeting # 7 

May 12 – Knit and Knatter 

May 15 – Meeting # 8 

May 26 – Knit and Knatter 

June 9 – Knit and Knatter 

June 12 – Meeting # 9 

June 19 – Warped & Twisted 

June 23 – Knit and Knatter 

June 26 – Meeting # 10 

July 10 – Meeting # 11 

February 2018 – Narelle  

March 2018 –  

April 2018 –  

May 2018 –  

June 2018 –  

July 2018 –  

August 2018 –  

September 2018 –  

October 2018 –  

November 2018 –  

Unlocking/set up duty - Melanie 

Clean up duty – Sandra and Miriam 

Lock up – Gillian 
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