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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit 

and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland 
Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Winter 2017 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 

Our Open Day is almost here; once again, it 
will be at the excellent venue of the Redland 
Performing Arts Centre, generously sponsored 
by Redland City Council.  It is shaping up to be 
a great day with a variety of traders, old and 
new, and some craft workshops to attend.  I 
look forward to seeing you all there on 
Tuesday, 20 June. 

Until next time keep safe. 

…Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

We are heading into my favourite time of the 
year: winter!! Now’s the time for us to try and 
wear as many of our handmade knits as 
possible  I’m heading to the Beenham Valley 
weaving weekend in early June and I’m hoping 
for a couple of nice cold nights.  

Many of us are busy getting our handknits 
ready for Open Day. This is such a fantastic day 
for our group and I would encourage you to 
spread the word. 

September camp bookings have opened, so 
please put your name down on the list held by 
Charlotte if you wish to attend, before it is 
opened up to other groups. 

Don’t forget your subs are due in June  

 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
Vice President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  
 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 
Assistant Secretary: 
 Sue Marshke (3348 3917) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter/Digital Media: 
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to De-Arne, our 
Secretary 

Our website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

Open Day is nearly here!! 

Tuesday, 20 June from 9am – 

3pm at the Redland Performing 

Arts Centre, 2-16 Middle Street, 

Cleveland 

$30 subs are due in June! 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Spinning Demonstrating at Ye Old English Fair Birkdale 

Ye Old English Fair was held at St. George’s church, on the corner of Thorne Road and Victor 

Street, Birkdale, on Saturday, 6 May. This Fair features traditional British activities, such as 

Belswagger Morris dancing, 

Medieval jousting and, of 

course, spinning and 

weaving. Four of our 

members manned the 

Redlands Spinners and 

Weavers stall: Melanie, Rona, 

Sandra and Vanessa. Sandra 

was demonstrating the 

ancient craft of ragmatting, 

(a form of weaving), the 

other three ladies were 

spinning. Melanie was 

spinning blue Optim merino 

on her Erhard Sickinger wheel, Rona was spinning merino from Bendigo Mills on her flax 

wheel, while Vanessa was spinning on her Ashford Traditional wheel. Sandra worked on a 

blue circular ragmat. In between, most of us picked up 

some bargains at the white elephant stall and enjoyed a 

tasty morning tea provided by the people of St. George’s!  

Visitors were requested to wear heritage costume if 

possible and some very beautiful outfits appeared. Among 

these was a Friar Tuck Medieval monk’s costume, 

complete with bald head (a wig), worn by 

Parish priest, Reverend Scott Gunthorpe! 

Here he is with Sandra, who was dressed 

in her spinner’s outfit from northern 

Germany. Another eye catching costume 

was worn by Stuart Tapley.  
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Entertainment was provided by the Knights Bachelor Medieval group, who gave a display of 

jousting. One of our earlier members, JULIE PURSSELL, belonged to this group. Another 

group was the Belswagger Morris dance group from Toowoomba. The word “Belswagger” is 

an obsolete English word meaning - WAIT FOR IT! - “a lewd man”, or”a bully”. The dancers 

were neither of these, but were dressed 

beautifully and performed superbly, 

providing their own music. This group is one 

of South East Queensland’s oldest Morris 

groups, specialising in Cotswold traditions.  

The day was a busy one, with many 

questions asked of us by a public who were 

pleased to see traditional crafts being 

practised and taught. 

                                                                                                           

Sandra Davis   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rona and Melanie 
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Shearing and Shearers 

In February of this year Graeme and I visited the Currumbin 
Wildlife Sanctuary and attended a half hour shearing 
exhibition conducted by a jolly shearer named James. The 
exhibition was called AUSTRALIANA SHEEP SHEARING SHOW 
and was sponsored by UGG.   

 To the left of the stage were two large woolly merinos named 
Henry and George. Perhaps their owner is a royalist? His 
sheep dog, a Border Collie called Pearl, enticed a merino 
called Barbara up onto the stage, where James was waiting 

with a pair of electric shears. He then 
proceeded to shear Barbara, all the while 
telling his audience facts relating to shearing, 
making the exercise appear very easy.  

James told us that crutching is done twice a 
year in Queensland. He then spoke of three 
famous shearers. 

Sir David Fagan from New Zealand could shear 
a sheep in 14 seconds. He lives on Te Kuiti 
cattle farm and has won the New Zealand 
Golden Shears contest a record 126 times.  
Dion King, from Napier in New Zealand, could 

shear 866 sheep in 8 hours!  

The Australian record was set by Jackie Howe (1861 – 1920) 
in the late 1880s: he sheared 321 sheep in 7 hours 20 
minutes, using hand clippers. This was done at Alice Downs 
Station near Blackall. James then picked up a pair of hand 
clippers and showed us how they worked. In 1892 Jackie 
broke the daily and weekly shearing records across the 
colonies.  He was born at Killarney near Warwick and used 
hand shears. He was active during the shearer strikes of 

1891 and 1894 and a 
committed trade 
unionist. The book “Jack 
Howe: The Man and The 
Legend” by Barry Muir 
was written about him. 
In Blackall there is a bronze statue in his honour.  By this time, 
Barbara was shorn and looking quite thin and dozy. James 
astounded us by telling us that there are 60 million sheep in 
Australia but 140 million in China.  

After the presentation was finished and Barbara had ambled off 
back stage, I had a conversation with James, who gave me a 
bundle of Barbara’s fleece and proceeded to show me the 
difference between her fleece and George’s, by plucking a piece 

from the patient but unfortunate George! Henry stood stolidly in the rear, seemingly unconcerned… 

In our next edition, we shall have a look at a female shearer.                                         Sandra Davis  
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New Library Books – Reviews  

The Knitting Answer Book by Margaret Radcliffe 

Every avid knitter has faced this dilemma: deep into a 
project at midnight, just trying to finish one more row, 
and, then . . . oh no, a dropped stitch three rows back! 
Help! If only there was a 24-hour hotline to answer every 
question a knitter might encounter. Well, now there is, 
with The Knitting Answer Book. The expert authors, 
Margaret Radcliffe and Edie Eckman, leave no question 
unanswered, no quandary unaddressed. Each book 
contains detailed, illustrated answers to literally hundreds 
of questions, from the common to the more unusual: 
 
• Are certain needles better for certain yarns? 
• What if I dropped a stitch several rows back? 
• Why do my edges tend to curl up? 
• Can you use a different weight yarn than the pattern 
calls for? 
• What can I do to keep my yarns from tangling up? 
• Oops, I see my ribbing is way too tight. Now what? 
 
Covering the whole range of situations a beginner is likely to face, along with the problems that may 
arise for those working more advanced patterns, this Answer Book will help knitters and crocheters 
of all levels. Each book is packaged in a small, take-along trim size, in a friendly-to-use Q&A format, 
and belongs in the bag of every knitter.  

The Crochet Answer Book by Edie Eckman 

Wouldn't it boost your confidence to have an 
experienced and confident crocheter on call, day and 
night, offering assistance when needed? Most of us 
aren't fortunate enough to have that kind of aid, but 
now there is help available 24/7 with The Crochet 
Answer Book.  
 
Being a "good" crocheter is not about making perfectly 
stitched, elaborate, artful creations. It is rather a matter 
of confidence. You need to be confident in what you are 
doing and in how to figure out what to do if things 
aren't going quite right. Understanding why you do 
certain things and why they turn out the way they do 
increases confidence and leads to successful crocheting. 
 
This book answers some of the most common questions 
crocheters have, and anticipates some questions you 
didn't know you had. The Crochet Answer Book will lead 
you down the road to gaining the confidence that 
makes for good crocheting. 
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Drysdales 

Back in January this year, a friend, Robyn, loaned me the June/July, 1993, copy of a 

magazine called “Grass Roots”.  In it is an interesting article on DRYSDALE SHEEP, 

a breed which originated in New Zealand and shares a heritage with the ROMNEY.   

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Both rams and ewes are horned; 

2. Their fleece is eminently suited for the making of carpets; 

3. The first Drysdales were imported into Australia  from New Zealand in 1975; 

4. Areas of high rainfall suit them best; 

5. Their strong black feet handle wet conditions well; 

6. They must be shorn 2  -  3 times per year; 

7. They spread over paddocks to graze, unlike merinos, which tend to huddle closely 

together; 

8. They produce specialty carpet wool which is chalky white; 

9. Their fleece is not suitable for apparel wear; 

10. Their fleece is easily washed and readily absorbs dyes; 

11. Drysdales grow about 25mm (1 inch) of wool per month; 

12. They also produce a good, lean prime lamb!   

                    Sandra Davis 
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Lindy’s Ashford Tip - Ratios 

Ratios – a scary word for spinners, but what does it really mean? 

Behind your bobbin, either on the flyer, or screwed behind it, is a ‘whorl’ – a circular gear similar to 
that on your push bike. Some have only 1 circle and some have up to 4. 

Each time you treadle (push your foot up and down on the pedal), the conrod (stick attached to the 
treadle and big wheel) turns the large wheel once. The drive band (piece of string or plastic cord) 
then pulls the whorl around. How many times depends on the size of the circle on the whorl. For 
example, with the Ashford Joy 2 Spinning Wheel it turns 6, 8, 11 or 14 times, depending which circle 
the drive band is around. 

When spinning we need less twist in thicker fibres than finer to hold the yarn together. Therefore, 
rather than treadling longer before letting the yarn wind onto the bobbin, you can change to a 
smaller whorl and still treadle the same amount and it will add the extra twist for you. 

So for beginners and thick yarn, start with the largest circle on the whorl on your wheel and it will 
spin slower and give you more time to pull out your fibre.  

And for lazy spinners, like me, go for the smallest circle on the whorl and you won’t have to work as 
hard for the same amount of twist. 

The best thing to remember is big - slow & thick, small - fast and fine 

HAPPY SPINNING - Lindy Boshler 
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Weaving Needles 

FANTASTIC NEW ACCESSORY available from Lindy Boshler - Weaving Needles.  
They really are a "must have" accessory that will make your weaving, particularly tapestry and hand 
manipulated weaves so much easier and quicker. Perfect to use with your tapestry looms, rigid 
heddle looms and weaving frames. They really do make weaving pick up techniques, decorative 
pieces, textured patterns and wall hangings so much quicker. These beautiful solid timber weaving 
needles come in a convenient pack of three sizes 12cm (4 3/4"), 17cm (6 3/4") and 22cm (8 3/4"). 
Use the shorter needle for techniques like continuous rya knots and soumack, and the longer 
needles for pick up and pattern work. (lboshler@gmail.com) 
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This year’s Maleny Knitfest is on 8 and 9 July 2017  http://www.knitfest.com.au/  

http://www.knitfest.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/701206590014193/photos/1013787938756055/
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2017 Diary Dates   Access/Morning Tea Duties 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bellflowers 

Knitted in a multiple of 17, + 2 sts and 16-row repeat. 
Row 1 (Right side): P2, * yo, k2tog, yo, (k2tog) 3 times, k2, 
yo, k3, yo, ssk, yo, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 2 and all wrong side rows: Knit the knit stitches, purl the 
purl stitches, purl the yarn over loops.  
Row 3: P2, * yo, k2tog, k3tog twice, yo, k1, yo, k2, (ssk, yo) 
twice, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 5: P2, * yo, k4tog, yo, k3, yo, k2, (ssk, yo) twice, p2; 
repeat from * to end. 
Row 7: P2, * yo, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, k2, ssk, yo, k2, (ssk, yo) 
twice, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 9: P2, * yo, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2, ssk twice, (ssk, yo) 
twice, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 11: P2, * (yo, k2tog) twice, k2, yo, k1, yo, SK2P twice, ssk, yo, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 13: P2, * (yo, k2tog) twice, k2, yo, k3, yo, SK3P, yo, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 15: P2, * (yo, k2tog) twice, k2, yo, ssk, k2, yo, k1, yo, ssk, yo, p2; repeat from * to end. 
Row 16: Knit the knit stitches, purl the purl stitches, purl the yarn over loops. 
 
Knitting abbreviations: 
K, P: Knit, purl | Yo: Yarn over | SSK: Slip slip knit. 
K2tog: Knit 2 sts together | K3tog: Knit 3 sts together | K4tog: Knit 4 sts together. 
SK2P: Slip stitch as if to knit, knit 2 stitches together, pass slipped stitch over. 
SK3P: Slip stitch as if to knit, knit 3 stitches together, pass slipped stitch over.  

June 10 – Knit and Knatter 

June 13 – Meeting # 9 

June 20 – Open Day 

June 24 – Knit and Knatter 

June 27 – Meeting # 10 

July 8 – Knit and Knatter 

July 11 – Meeting # 11 

July 22 – Knit and Knatter 

July 25 – Meeting # 12 

August 8 – Meeting # 13 

August 12 – Knit and Knatter 

August 22 – Meeting # 14 

August 26 – Knit and Knatter 

September 8, 9, 10 – Bribie Is Camp 

September 9 – Knit and Knatter 

September 12 – Meeting # 15 

September 23 – Knit and Knatter 

September 26 – Meeting # 16 

February 2017 – Narelle / Shirley G 

March 2017 – Narelle 

April 2017 – Narelle 

May 2017 – Narelle / Melanie 

June 2017 –   

July 2017 –  

August 2017 –  

September 2017 –  

October 2017 –  

November 2017 –  

Unlocking/set up duty - Melanie 

Clean up duty – Sandra and Miriam 

Lock up – Gillian/Vanessa 
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Navajo Plying Tutorial 

Thank you to the Yarn Wench for this tutorial (http://www.yarnwench.com/index.php ). 

 

I’m often asked how I manage to do a balanced Navajo three ply and I decided to put together a tutorial 
that outlines the basics. I am a self-taught spinner so my technique may not be book perfect but I have 
almost 25 years of spinning experience and this is what works for me. I think each spinner finds her own 
way and there are as many techniques as there are spinners! 

 

For a nice smooth Navajo three ply I first spin a fairly even single. Remember that you need a lot of yardage 
for three plies. I fill one of my Schacht bobbins with a consistent single (mine usually range in the 12-14 wpi 
range) and I usually end up with over 100 yards of Navajo three ply yarn in bulky to worsted weight. This of 
course will vary depending upon the size of your single and your bobbin. 

Place your bobbin on your Lazy Kate and position the Lazy Kate on the floor in front of your spinning wheel. 
I centre mine between my feet. 

 

Thread your leader yarn through the orifice of your spinning wheel and tie a slipknot in the end of it. 

http://www.yarnwench.com/index.php
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Take the end of the single on your Lazy Kate and thread it through the slipknot. 

 
Pull a length of your single through the slipknot and tie it to itself to form a loop that is big enough to put 
your hand through. Tighten the slipknot of your leader yarn. 

 
Hold on to the leader yarn with your left hand to keep it taut and reach through the loop you’ve just 
formed in the single with the thumb and index finger of your right hand (or whatever works best for you – 
a single crooked finger is fine) and grab onto the single coming up from the Lazy Kate. 
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The next part is the trickiest to describe. Slowly begin 
to treadle counter-clockwise (or in the opposite 
direction from how you spun your single). Pull the 
single through the loop with your right hand and draw 
through a fair amount of length keeping tension on the 
yarn. Use your left hand to control the twist, pinching 
and releasing it to allow the twist to travel into the 
areas where three ends of single have been aligned. 
Keep the thumb and index finger of your left hand 
travelling behind the twist smoothing everything into 
place. This is especially important when you come to 
one of the joins as it helps to get everything to lay 
smooth. Pinch off the twist and reach again into the 
loop to draw through another length of yarn. 

Your left hand needs to let go to allow the twist to 
move into the areas where three yarns are aligned but 
your thumb and index finger should follow along just 
behind the twist and pinch off the areas that aren’t yet 
ready to be plied. Continue to reach through the loop 
drawing more length of yarn through as in finger 
crocheting and once you have pulled through a length 
again let go of the twist and allow it to move into the 
three aligned yarns. A rhythm will develop that you can 
see in my video tutorial of reaching through the loop, 
pulling the yarn through, allowing the twist to move 
through the three aligned yarns while smoothing it out 
between your thumb and index finger of your left 
hand, and then pinching down on the twist to keep it 
from moving while you reach through the loop for 
another length of yarn. I find the key for a nice 
balanced Navajo three ply is to avoid treadling too 
quickly. I treadle very slowly and keep my hands 
moving. This keeps my yarn from being overplied. 

The amount of yarn you pull through the loop can vary 
and you can manipulate the placement of colours by 
how little or how much you pull through. This can be 
fun to experiment with. I usually pull a consistent 
length through each time as I enjoy the colour 
blending that is achieved with Navajo three ply. 

Samford Art Trails and Open Studios 2017 
Yes, you will see lily fringed lagoons and rolling hills when you indulge yourself in a weekend drive 
through Samford Valley and surrounds any weekend in June, but the stimulation of seeing some of the 
works of the 30 local artists exhibiting in The Samford and Surrounds Arts Trails and Open Studios is 
also yours to indulge in. 

The peaceful countryside provides ample motivation for the artists and it is here you can visit their 
studios or the art venues where some artists will have gathered together to make a mini exhibition for 
your enjoyment. Studios and art venues will be open every weekend in June from 10 am to 4 pm. 

http://creativesamford.com/samford-art-trails-2017/
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Here is the completed yarn. 

 


