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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit 

and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland 
Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Spring 2017 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone Our Open Day at Redlands 
Performing Arts Centre in June was a great 
success with the highest attendance to date.  
Once again, credit to all our members for their 
combined efforts and especially to Shirley 
Graham as Convenor of this outstanding event. 

Our Bribie September Camp is only days away 
now so I look forward to catching up with 
many of you at this relaxing and fun weekend. 

Until next time keep safe. 

…Gillian 

 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

As this newsletter hits your mail boxes and 
email in boxes, members will be preparing 
themselves for the Bribie Island September 
camp. This is always a wonderful time for 
friendship, laughter, sharing knowledge, lots of 
eating and of course, practising our crafts of 
spinning, weaving, knitting, dyeing and 
crocheting’ in fact, any fibre-related craft.  

Jan works so hard to make sure every camp is 
successful and runs smoothly and they 
certainly do! 

See you at Bribie Island! 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
Vice President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  
 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 
Assistant Secretary: 
 Sue Marshke (3348 3917) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter/Digital Media: 
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to De-Arne, our 
Secretary 

Our website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

Don’t forget subs were due by 30 

June. To remain a financial 

member please pay your $30  

Congratulations to our recent life 

members: Shirley Graham and 

Karin Clacher 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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2017 Open Day Wrap Up 

I’m pleased to report the Redlands Spinners & Weavers experienced another highly successful Open 
Day on Tuesday, 20 June. In the words of a message from a long time attendee, “it all went off like a 
well-oiled machine”. 
 
The Entry tables were well manned by members and our ladies in the kitchen did a sterling job of 
keeping everyone refreshed and content as did Sybil and Maggie who were on duty selling the 
sandwiches. As usual we had an array of home baked morning tea; the spread was impressive and 
broadly complimented on by the visitors.  We received emails of thanks from lone traders who were 
delighted to have been looked after with refreshments when they were unable to leave their stalls. 
 
Trading on our Members’ Stall kept members on their toes as they were at times swamped by 
visitors with strong retail shopping passion.   
 
Accolades to Karin for the way in which she stepped in and handled the job of Emcee. This is not an 
easy task and Karin did a great job especially with the fashion parade.  Thanks to Miriam, who, with 
the assistance of Rona, produced an organised and well run fashion parade.  Not only was it run 
smoothly, but on time! 
 
I believe we had 39 items modelled in the parade by various members. Grateful thanks are extended 
to Rebecca (Becky) Williams (Miriam’s daughter) who is a professional photographer.  Becky 
photographed all the models during the parade and has taken candid photos of the event. All these 
photos have been loaded onto our website. 
 
Melanie, who was responsible for our huge advertising campaign (she even went national this year), 
sacrificed viewing the parade again to attend to any visitors arriving during this period.  Melanie also 
demonstrated spinning along with Vanessa, Rona and Lea. 
 
Throughout the ‘buzz’ of the event, it was noticeable that our own members, Desley, Lindy, Sandra 
and Judy S were all kept busy with their personal stalls.  This was echoed by the non-member stall 
holders who reported they had a great trading day, expressed their pleasure with such a well-run 
event and their hopes to return again next year. 
 
It is really gratifying to have every able-bodied member of our Club so engaged in the effort to 
produce our Open Day. This, I believe is the secret of our success. Thank you one and all!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           A very busy day indeed!    De-Arne, Jan and Sue on the Members’ stall  
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   Desley      Lea and Melanie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Judy     Our Convenor - Shirley 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Julie, Dianne, Ruth, Narelle, Maggie & Sybil  Vanessa and Karin at the entry table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Lindy and Paul      Fashion Parade models 
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The History of Our Group 

Our meeting on 8 August was a very 

special one for our group, which held its 

first recorded meeting on the 8 August, 

1978, which made it our 39th anniversary 

to the very day! Here are 21 of the 22 

members present on that day.  

At the meeting, our archivist, Sandra 

Davis, presented a very condensed 

history of the group. This history goes 

back to 1977, when a weaver by the 

name of JENNY TREE contacted another 

weaver, JENNY SHUTE, who is now, sadly, deceased. These two ladies had met at 

a weaving display at St. John’s Cathedral in Brisbane. In September of that year they 

began meeting at Jenny’s house in Alexandra Hills. They were joined by three other 

crafty ladies, one of whom is our second Life Member, PAT LACK of Ormiston.  

We have one pre 1985 member still attending, MERHYL SHEVILL, our current Vice 

President. OLIVE KOLKKA and SUSAN MURRAY are still with us, but unable to 

attend due to ill health.  

Meetings were first held at the homes of JENNY SHUTE and PAT LACK until 1985, 

when the numbers of members had expanded to such a degree that a move to St. 

Paul’s Hall in Shore Street was warranted. At present we have 46 members and 

liaise via our website with eleven other groups throughout Queensland. Our website, 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com was launched by MELANIE 

JONKER on 28 May 2014. Together with Facebook, this site is maintained by 

Melanie and kept up to date by her.  

On 10 March 2015, we changed our venue to the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club 

in Fitzroy Street, Cleveland. Here we 

see the entire group on the stage at the 

Cricket Club on that first day there.  

At this same time, Sandra Davis 

undertook to publish our notices in the 

Community Notes in the local 

newspaper, “Redland City Bulletin”.  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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To return to the founders of our group:  

Jenny Tree had a property at Thornlands 

and was given a sheep called Hilda to 

mind. Her husband, Arthur, hand sheared 

Hilda with scissors and Betty decided to 

learn to spin, in order to use the fleece. 

Here we see Betty and Hilda working 

together on Betty’s property in 1978.  

In November, 1987, Betty retired from the 

group when she moved from Thornlands to 

Imbil. A photo published in the “Bayside 

Bulletin” on 10 November that 

year depicts Betty with six 

members of the group: Shirley 

Smith, Carolyn Englefield, 

Ailsa McKnight, Vera 

Englefield (Carolyn’s mother), 

Pat Lack and Susan Murray. 

Ailsa visited our group in 

November, 2016 and Melanie 

Jonker purchased from her a 

spinning wheel, spinning chair 

and a suitcase wheel. 

Pat is our group’s second Life 

Member. Life Membership is 

awarded to those members 

who have contributed valuable service to the 

group over a number of years. At present eight 

Life Memberships have been awarded. These are 

MAVIS KING- 1993, PAT LACK – 1999, GRACE 

NEILL – 2010, OLIVE KOLKKA – 2010, JAN 

BOWELL – 2015, MERHYL SHEVILL – 2016, 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM- 2017, KARIN CLACHER – 

2017. Of these eight ladies, Mavis alone is 

deceased. Here we see Irene presenting Mavis 

King with her Life Membership in 1993.   

In addition to our regular meetings, we have 

several outreaches. In April 2013, Michelle Eveans founded the Knit & Knatter group, 

which meets at Hoya Garden Plaza in Alexandra Hills on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of 

each month. This was designed in order to give crafters unable to attend the 

Tuesday meetings a chance to attend. It is well patronised.  
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In June, 2016, Dianne Mitchell together with Grace Neill founded Grace’s Knit & 

Knatter, which meets every Monday afternoon at 

CapellaBay in Cleveland Road East at Capalaba. The 

first meeting took place on 4 July 2016 and the 50th on 

7 August 2017. Dianne Mitchell, the co-founder of the 

group, was absent overseas and Sandra Davis took the 

photo, which shows our other two regular attendees, 

Tricia Williams and Narelle Edmonds with Grace, now 

a resident at CapellaBay.   

At the end of June each year, the Beanie Festival is 

held in Alice Springs. This year was its 21st year. Over 

the years since 2002, five of our members have 

contributed to this Festival: Jette Andersen, Kathy 

Bower, who introduced the festival to our group, 

Miriam Elkin, our Librarian, Dianne Mitchell and 

Sandra Davis, our group Archivist. All five members 

have been successful in the general section and 

Miriam in the competition section. 

Kathy Bower, one of our earlier Presidents, also 

introduced the traditional Scandinavian craft of 

ragmatting to our group. In addition to spinning and 

weaving, this craft 

proves popular at our 

various 

demonstrations and 

displays. 

On the left you see Sandra demonstrating 

ragmatting at the Redland Museum on Fun Day, 19 

April 2015.  

The most significant of our events is our annual 

Open Day, originally held at St. Paul’s Hall, then 

Stella Maris and now at RPAC at 2-16 Middle 

Street, Cleveland. Shirley Graham is the convenor 

for this event, with Lindy Boshler replacing Shirley 

on 18 June 2013, when Shirley was overseas. On 

the right we see Shirley Graham modelling a 

jumper in the fashion parade at St. Paul’s hall on 

18 June 2002.   
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Five years later, on 19 June 2007, 

we see Sybil Colvin, Miriam Elkin, 

Kathryn Horsten and Olive Kolkka 

on Open Day, still at St. Paul’s. On 

the board is the banner made from 

the ”Redlands” tree jumper made by 

the group for the Warwick Jazz and 

Jumpers event in 2006 with 

Miriam’s Rainbow Serpent curled 

around it. Miriam’s knitted mouse is 

on the left and Shirley’s Benosaurus 

top right!  

At present, a new name for the event is to be chosen from a number of 

submissions. A vote will be conducted at our meeting of 12 September.  

Other activities and outreaches over the 39 years are demonstrations of our crafts 

at camps, shopping centres, nursing homes, expos, festivals, libraries, market 

days, schools, shows. Our two annual camps are organised by Jan Bowell, with 

assistance from various members.  

On the left we see Jan Bowell’s 

granddaughter, Shannon La Spina, working on 

the members’ stall at Iona Camp at Peregian in 

1995 and below Grace Neill and Joy Wogan at 

Kindilan Camp on 20 September 2002.   

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, our group has a long and 

interesting history, which must be condensed 

here for lack of space. Next edition will feature 

some early photos dating from 1978 to 2008. This 

will hopefully fill some of the many gaps in our 

story.  

Sandra Davis, Group Archivist  
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How Do You Determine the Value of a Stamp? 

This is a good question. Canon Arthur Fellows, 

a retired priest and volunteer worker for the 

Australian Board of Mission, known to most 

as ABM, deals with thousands of used stamps 

per annum. For him, the watermark on the 

stamp is of great importance when assessing 

the worth of a stamp, but its age, design, 

perforations, condition, demand and rarity 

are also factors. Arthur is a stamp expert and 

manages to raise between $7000 and $10,000 

per year from the sale of stamps donated by 

people such as many of our group members, 

who are very generous in their donations.  

There are far too many ladies to mention here by name, but over the 17 

years Sandra has been collecting used stamps from our members, at least 

20 of our ladies contribute to this worthy cause. This is more than half of 

our membership total. In July and August this year our Vice President, 

Merhyl Shevill, boosted our tally of stamps by donating a vast collection 

of her stamps and five of her albums filled with hundreds of stamps.   

What is this worthy 

cause, you ask? The 

finds raised are 

directed to various 

projects in 

disadvantaged 

countries in Africa and Southeast Asia: 

education, sanitation, watertanks, to mention 

but three.   

The appeal has been in existence since the early 

1970s. Here is an advertisement for it from St. Paul’s 

magazine in March, 1993.   

Sandra thanks those who regularly donate used 

stamps; your assistance is greatly appreciated.  

 

Sandra Davis  
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Lindy’s Ashford Tip –  

Adjusting the Tension on your Spinning Wheel 

With a single drive wheel this can be a  

• SCOTCH TENSION – where there is usually a piece of nylon thread with 1 or 2 springs attached (Joy, 
E-Spinner & Kiwi and Traditional, Traveller & Elizabeth single drive). Ashford now recommend 2 
springs (one either side of the bobbin) to assist both in spinning and plying. 
• IRISH TENSION – where a piece of leather is stretched across the orifice (Country Spinner & Kiwi 
Super Flyer) 

The double drive wheel can either have 

• A knob screwed through the maiden bar that tilts 
upwards to tighten the drive band (Traditional & 
Traveller Wheels double drive) 
• A knob at the end of the maiden bar to stretch the 
drive band (Elizabeth Wheels) 

No matter which type of tensioner you have the tension 
knob adjusts how quickly the yarn you’re spinning is 
pulled through the orifice and onto the Bobbin. 

The finer the thread the more twist you need to hold 
the fibres together. Therefore you need a light tension so that you can form extra twist in the yarn. 
For thicker yarn you tighten the tension so that your yarn isn’t overtwisted. 

Always start with a light tension and gradually tighten until you are happy with how the yarn pulls 
away from your hand. If you’re always watching your yarn get sucked up the orifice, or you have a 
spring that is overly stretched, you have the tension too tight. 

Happy spinning, 
Lindy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all your spinning, weaving, dyeing, knitting, crocheting, yarn and fibre requirements, contact 
Lindy at lboshler@gmail.com  

  

 

 

mailto:lboshler@gmail.com
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Library News 

The March 2017 YARN Magazine Issue 45  
 
Knitting 
Autumn SHAWL - 4 ply  
Cotton TABARD - 8 ply  
Long SOCKS - 8 ply - Foxy Soxs in Fair Isle  
Bilby CARDIGAN and HAT for baby (18months to 2 years)  
Crochet  
Golden Gum SHAWL (using White Gum wool of Tasmania ) - 4 ply  
Scrap to Treasure RUG - crochet in squares - 8 ply  
Pixie BONNETS - new born to 1 year - 8 ply cotton or wool  
Felted cord Necklace and Sun Brooch  
Conversations with Knitter, teacher and designer Lee Grant and with Scottish Weaver and textile 
designer, Michael Campbell  
Exploring traditional crochet and knitting in the Faroe Islands  
The June 2017 YARN Magazine Issue 46 – a new size and format 

Knitting 
Roving Strelitzia cowl - knitted with hand-painted unspun roving  
Jumper - 4 ply - with bird pattern yoke  
Knee high Socks - 8 ply - patterned with 4 colours  
Men’s cabled jumper - 10 ply  
*Shadow Knitting - the technique  
Crochet  

Beanie - simple slouchy - with pom pom  

* Note: Under ‘References’ at the end of this Article, the difficult to get book, ‘Shadow Knitting’ by 

Vivian Hoxbro, is No. 206 in our Library 

Miriam Elkin 
Librarian 

VALE DOT FREWEN-LORD 

On Saturday, 19 August our dear friend and member Dot passed 

away after a valiant struggle with melanoma. Dot’s funeral was 

held on Thursday, 24 August at the Redlands Presbyterian 

Church, Capalaba. The church was full and Redlands Spinners & 

Weavers was well represented by eight ladies from the group 

Dot’s devotion to family, and fondness for nature and her 

animals was a constant theme from the speakers, as was her 

hardworking ethic. Dot was always a willing and hardworking 

member of our group, a lady with a quiet and generous nature, 

who will be sadly missed.  

 

 



The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 11 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

 

2017 Diary Dates   Access/Morning Tea Duties 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pearl Brioche 

Knitted in a multiple of 2 sts and 4-row repeat. 
Row 1 (Wrong side): K2, * yf sl 1 yo, k1; repeat from * 
to end. 
Row 2 (Right side): K1, * brk 1, k1; repeat from * to 
last st, k1. 
Row 3: K1, * yf sl 1 yo, k1; repeat from * to last st, k1. 
Row 4: K2, * brk 1, k1; repeat from * to end. 
 
Knitting abbreviations: 
YF SL 1 YO: Bring working yarn to front under the 
needle, slip 1 stitch purlwise, bring working yarn over 
top of needle to the back. This produces a yarn over that crosses over the slipped 
stitch.  
BRK 1: Knit the stitch that was slipped in the previous row together with its yarn over. 
Because the yarn over wasn't counted as a separate stitch on the previous row, no 
real decrease is made.  
 

September 8, 9, 10 – Bribie Is Camp 

September 9 – Knit and Knatter 

September 12 – Meeting # 15 

September 23 – Knit and Knatter 

September 26 – Meeting # 16 

October 10 – Meeting # 17 

October 14 – Knit and Knatter 

October 24 – Meeting # 18 

October 28 – Knit and Knatter 

November 11 – Knit and Knatter 

November 14 – Meeting # 19 

November 25 – Knit and Knatter 

November 28 – Meeting # 20 

December 9 – Knit and Knatter 

December 12 – Christmas Lunch 

December 23 – Knit and Knatter TBC 

 

 

February 2017 – Narelle and Shirley G 

March 2017 – Narelle 

April 2017 – Narelle 

May 2017 – Narelle / Melanie 

June 2017 – Narelle 

July 2017 – Narelle 

August 2017 – Narelle 

September 2017 –  

October 2017 –  

November 2017 –  

Unlocking/set up duty - Melanie 

Clean up duty – Sandra and Miriam 

Lock up – Gillian/Vanessa 

 
 


