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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit 

and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland 
Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30-1pm – 3.30-4pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Spring 2016 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 

Our second Open Day at Redland Performing 
Arts Centre was a great success this year. 
Credit goes to all our members for their 
combined efforts and especially to Shirley 
Graham as Convenor of this outstanding event.   

Once again, congratulations go to Lindy 
Boshler for achieving success in several 
categories at the Bendigo Sheep and Wool 
Show in July. In other news, our member 
Dianne Mitchell has established a craft group 
at Capella Bay aged care home, which is 
proving to be very popular with residents and 
is maintaining our connection with our eldest 
member, Grace Neill, who has made it her new 
home. 

Our September Camp is only days away and I 
am sure many of you are looking forward to a 
relaxing and fun weekend at Bribie, then in 
October we have our election, so please think 
of what you can do for the group as a 
committee member or to assist the committee 
in the following year.  

Until next time, keep safe.                     Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

Thank you to Sandra for religiously providing 
me with interesting and unusual newsletter 
articles. It makes my work so much easier 
filling each edition. Looking forward to seeing 
some of you at Bribie camp!! 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
V/President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  

 Desley Murray (0400 130 641) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter Editor/Website:  
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 
 
Please address all correspondence to Desley, our 

Secretary 
 

Our website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

 

Don’t forget: if you haven’t paid 

your $30 subs, they’re overdue! 

The AGM is in October and we 

need a Secretary or two! 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Redlands Spinners & Weavers Open Day Convenor’s Report 

Open Day 2016 proved to be another outstanding success due largely to the efforts of members who 
worked tirelessly prior to and on the day itself. Every able-bodied member of the Club was engaged in 
working throughout the day. Without their volunteering services we could not stage such an event and they 
all deserve special praise for the way they conducted themselves; from those welcoming the hundreds of 
visitors at the entry tables to the volunteers in the kitchen who prepared such delicious fare. This year we 
also had three husbands who ‘volunteered’ (I should say ‘were ambushed’) to keep the parking under 
control and this was much appreciated by attendees. 

We have come a long way in 38 years and much of the current success of our Open Day is directly due to 
the sponsorship of Redland Performing Arts Centre (RPAC) and the Redland City Council. They have 
provided us with a venue unsurpassed as one of the most amazing facilities in South East Queensland. 
Credit must also go to the RPAC staff who assist us in such a friendly yet professional manner. 

From the beginning of the day, the 
venue was buzzing with excitement 
as happy craft shoppers flocked 
around the stalls, mixed with other 
visitors and exchanged advice with 
each other. When they managed to 
pry themselves away from the 
fabulous selection of traders, they 
adjourned to the Auditorium where 
they could enjoy refreshments, 
mingle and catch up with old 
friends, make new ones, and share 
the very important information on 
where to access particular items 
from the various traders. 

Our Traders, many of whom have supported our event for 
a number of years are a huge drawcard. Amongst our non-
member Traders was Ursula’s BB Yarns, with her brilliantly 
coloured stall of fibres and the weaving demonstrations, 
attracting all comers. Kimberly’s Earth & Stone yarn bowls, 
pottery and jewellery were there to put temptation our 
way. VivianneK was extremely busy trading her delightful 
array of soaps and lotions. Also in the Gallery area were 
Cathy 
with 
her 

beautiful alpaca fleece, Angela from Shorn Fibers and 
Chantelle from Fiberific, each with the most delicious, 
must-have fibres and accessories.  

Sharing the Gallery were other non-member stalls 
from the Gold Coast and Browns Plains Spinning & 
Weaving Groups, as well as Owen who displayed (and 
demonstrated with) his exquisite antique wheels. 
Another regular stall holder was Arthur with his lovely 
hand-made cards which are a compulsive purchase for 
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many visitors each Open Day. Kay Faulkner joined us this year with information on her Weaving School 
which created a lot of interest. 

Generating a great deal of interest was our 
member Lindy who is also an Ashford Rep.  She 
had her usual display of lovely fibres, hand dyed 
yarns, hand-made items, and of course her 
Ashford supplies and equipment. Lindy never 
seemed to have a minute’s break while another 
member Desley was flat out at her stall with her 
huge variety of gorgeous hand-made items for 
sale. 

With more space given to our Members’ Stall, Jan 
and her helpers had an extremely busy time and 
experienced the most successful number of sales 
ever. Members have obviously been quite busy 
over the past year to provide such a quantity of 

items for sale. 

Our Baar-Gain Stall of ‘Newe & Ewesed” items proved to be as popular as ever with many visitors finding a 
treasure of two thanks to Merhyl with the assistance of Judy who did a sterling job of working on the stall, 
making announcements and compering the fashion Parade. 

Sandra who was located in the foyer of the 
Auditorium scarcely had time to relax as she 
demonstrated and ran workshops on Rag 
Matting.  In the same area, Vanessa was a 
popular spinning demonstrator. She was joined a 
little later in the day by Melanie, Catherine and 
interested visitors who were knitting.  They 
provided a great atmospheric scene as they sat 
under the large banner of a shearer at work. 

Inside the Auditorium, Carly was busy running 
workshops on Basket Making.  This craft provides 
another attraction to our day and is very well 
received by visitors and participants. 

Visitors came not just from the local suburbs and 
the Bay Islands but as far away as Colac (Victoria), 
MacLean and Newcastle (NSW), Goondiwindi, 
Texas, Toowoomba, Warwick, Gympie, 
Rosewood, Ipswich, Redcliffe and the Gold Coast. 
I learned, after the event that there had been a 
lady visiting from Hokitika in New Zealand. 

We were especially fortunate to be able to hold 
our Fashion Parade in the Concert Hall for the 
first time this year. Visitors and members 
responded well to the logistics of moving 
everybody from the Gallery and Auditorium areas 
into the Concert Hall. Again, the staff at RPAC 
were wonderful with their assistance. The 
feedback on staging the parade in this location 



The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 4 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

 

has been heart-warming. Content and variety of the items paraded received a great deal of well-deserved 
praise for all the members who had 
worked so hard over the past year to 
produce such a lovely display of items. 

Feedback overall has been 
overwhelmingly positive with glowing 
reports on both the event and facilities. 
We have received phone calls, emails 
and postcards of appreciation from a 
number of people. Commendation has 
come from not just the public but also 
from the Traders themselves who have 
praised the work of our Club members 
for their considerate attitude. 
Alternatively, I have heard many 
compliments from shoppers for the 
Traders themselves due to their 
friendliness, courtesy and helpfulness. 

The success of our ‘Once a Year Day’ proves that we are maintaining our aim of providing an event where 
the atmosphere of camaraderie prevails as we share friendship and fellowship with like-minded crafts 
people. 

Shirley Graham 

Open Day Convenor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Coast Spinners    Lindy’s Ashford goodies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sandra’s ragmatting workshop   Sybil and Maggie  
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 Arthur’s stationery    “Newe and Ewesed Baa-rgains” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Desley’s embroidered goodies   Lindy’s Ashford table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Members’ handknits     Members’ handknits 

 

 

 

  

  

  

I am pleased to announce that our 2017 Open Day will again be held at the Redland Performing 

Arts Centre! Mark this date in your diary: Tuesday, 20 June 2017! 

Start saving your money now so you can add to your stash  
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 Members’ handknits table    Members’ handknits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Melanie taking a break    Desley working hard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shirley – our Open Day Convenor        Vanessa demonstrating on her Tui wheel 

 

 

 

  

  

  

We desperately need one or two members to volunteer as Secretary at the AGM in October. There are 

only 10 meetings a year and if the position is shared between two, this means only five meetings each. 

Without a Secretary recording the minutes, we cannot function as a not for profit incorporated 

association. Please think about donating your time if you are able. 
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Knitfest – Maleny - 10/11 June 2016 

Gillian, Dianne and Melanie attended the inaugural Knitfest weekend at Maleny in June. The town 

was awash with some very colourful yarn bombing and lots of activities. The weather was superb 

with lots of sunshine and cold nights. This event is well worth a visit for a wonderful weekend away 

from the hustle and bustle of everyday life  

 

 

 

 

 

 Dianne checking out the yarn bombed 

 cows            Melanie taking a knitting break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gillian and Dianne  The yarn bombed Police Station   Colourful trees 
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Spinning Demonstrating – Cleveland Crazy Day 

Wednesday, 10 August 2016 

Gillian, Tricia and Melanie spent a very relaxing five hours demonstrating spinning at the annual Cleveland 
Crazy Day Sale which attracts many visitors to the Redlands. Numerous questions were asked by interested 
and inquisitive children and adults. We also received a visit from our Mayor, Karen Williams who has 
recently purchased a spinning wheel with a desire to learn how to spin alpaca fleece from her own seven 
alpacas. We gave Karen details of out Knit and Knatter and encouraged her to come along and join us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were blessed with glorious weather  
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Library News 

Our latest “YARN” magazine has arrived. Issue 42 – June 2016 
Knitted items: 
Lace Top - 5 ply  
Lace Jumper - 10 ply  
BIG Knitting (12-20 ply) and making your own big yarn & arm and finger 
knitting finger knitted trivet knitted mat  
Flower Garden slippers - (with useful flower patterns) - 4 ply  
Echidna family toys - 8 ply  
Little striped socks - for jewellery - or decorations - 4 ply  
Daffodil trio - hot water bottle cosy, teapot cosy and slippers - 8 ply  
Mitre square rug (10x10) - without any seams - 10 ply  
Lavender bags with embroidery (10cmx10cm triangular) - 8 ply knitting cotton  
Tea Cosy - with contrasting flowers - 8 ply Flowers are knitted from holes in tea cosy, and appear to 
bloom out of the tea cosy.  

Miriam Elkin, Librarian 

2016 Diary Dates   Morning Tea Duties 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

September 9, 10, 11 – Bribie Camp 

September 10 – Knit and Knatter 

September 13 – Meeting # 14 

September 24 – Knit and Knatter 

September 27 – Meeting # 15 

October 8 – Knit and Knatter 

October 11 – Meeting # 16 – AGM  

October 22 – Knit and Knatter 

October 25 – Meeting # 17 

November 8 – Meeting # 18 

November 12 – Knit and Knatter 

November 22 – Meeting # 19 

November 26 – Knit and Knatter 

December 6 – Christmas Lunch 

December 10 – Knit and Knatter 

February 2016 – Gillian 

March 2016 – Melanie 

April 2016 – Narelle 

May 2016 – Shirley G 

June 2016 – Sybil  

July 2016 – Maggie 

August 2016 – Narelle 

September 2016 – Melanie  

October 2016 

November 2016 

 

 

As you can see, Narelle and Melanie have already volunteered twice this 

year for morning tea duty. Please put your hand up if you are able to 

help. All you need to do is to purchase milk and biscuits (if we’ve run out), 

fill the urn and empty it and pack it away. A lot of the time the urn is set 

up by Gillian and Melanie when they unlock the clubhouse. All expenses 

are reimbursed when you hand Charlotte your receipt/s. 
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This edition’s free knitting pattern (attached at the back of the printed copy of the newsletter) is Good 

Times Fingerless Mitts. They’re the first pair of mitts I’ve knitted and the pattern is very easy to follow.  

Thank you to Melissa Woods for granting permission for the distribution of the pattern. Melissa has a 

podcast about knitting and creative living which can be found here 

(https://www.youtube.com/c/SpicyHomemaker ). You can also follow Melissa on her Ravelry group which 

can be found here (http://www.ravelry.com/groups/spicy-homemaker-podcast ). Melissa’s website can be 

found here (http://www.spicyhomemaker.com/ ) 

Please note the following errata for the pattern:  Round 33 should read: K11, K1f&b, slm, K1. 
K11, slm, K1f&b,K1. K12.  You are replacing ”pm” with ”slm” 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpicyHomemaker
https://www.youtube.com/c/SpicyHomemaker
http://www.ravelry.com/groups/spicy-homemaker-podcast
http://www.ravelry.com/groups/spicy-homemaker-podcast
http://www.spicyhomemaker.com/
http://www.spicyhomemaker.com/
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This cartoon appeared in the “Courier Mail” in August, 2014. If, in fact, Clark Kent DID start his career 
working at the “Doily Planet”, it is easy to believe that he may have been retrenched and one would 
hope that his subsequent career as Superman was more successful: the poor man is attempting to 
crochet using one knitting needle, which would prove a greater challenge than leaping tall buildings 
at a single bound!  

The instructions given by the lady on Clark’s right might possibly produce a tight picot edge, but 
would certainly not produce a circular doily similar to the one she is stitching with a sewing needle!  

Small wonder Clark looks rather grim. We wonder how long the “Doily Planet” stayed afloat if its 
senior staff were like the two ladies in the cartoon.  

Sandra Davis 

Visit by Brenda and Ross Hazelwood from Nepal Australia 

Friendship Association 

In April one of our members, SYBIL COLVIN, 
suggested we invite BRENDA and ROSS 
HAZELWOOD, of Birkdale, to present a talk 
on the activities and ethos of the NAFA. The 
very successful talk was given on 24th May. 
Sybil is not a member of NAFA, but knew that 
one of the activities of this association is 
knitting cardigans and jumpers for 
schoolchildren aged between 4 and 14 in 
Nepal, a country in Southern Asia, situated 
between China and India. Its capital city is 
Kathmandu. Sadly, this impoverished country 
experienced two devastating earthquakes in 
April and May, 2015. These left more than 
8,000 people killed and many others injured. 
In addition, many folk lost their homes and all their worldly possessions. Many of the Nepalese from 
rural and remote areas are living under shelters of tin and plastic: hot in summer and freezing cold in 
winter.  
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NAFA is a Brisbane based charity run by volunteers. It is a non-religious and non-political association, 
whose members try to help the people of Nepal improve their lives. Members raise money for their 
projects by selling goods at their craft market stalls.  

NAFA offers community help, not individual assistance. The organisation, which was founded in 
1988, is concerned with three main areas: community development, education and health. 
Education was greatly affected by the two earthquakes, with many schools being damaged or 
destroyed. As a result, classes are being conducted in primitive conditions and there is a large 
turnover of teachers.  

Brenda is involved with the distribution of 
beanies and jumpers to schools, where 
they are very well received. This year 
the NAFA volunteers distributed the 
items to six schools, all in remote areas 
unvisited by tourists. The families of the 
children are subsistent farmers with 
very little money. Nepal has a very cold 
winter. Village children wear many 
layers of tattered clothing and pull the 
new jumper over all these layers! The 
excitement and delight experienced by 
these children is very evident. 

Brenda told us that at present there is a need for jumpers and cardigans only. There are enough 
beanies in stock at the moment.  

If any of our readers are interested in contributing to this worthy cause by knitting a jumper or 
cardigan, Brenda has given out these details:  

Garments are to fit children from age 4 to 14.  
Bright colours are preferred.  
Synthetic yarn or wool is to be used, not homespun. 
Raglan or set in sleeves are preferred. 
Round or V neck is preferred. 
Please include your name and address with the jumper or cardigan. 

 

Underarm measurement of front of jumper            Length from 
shoulder 
33cm or 13 inches                                                45cm or 18 inches 
35cm or 14 inches                                                47cm or 19 inches  
40cm or 16 inches                                                51cm or 20 inches 
44cm or 17.5 inches                                             56cm or 22 inches 
48 com or 19 inches                                             62cm or 24 inches 

One of our members, MARGARET JENNINGS, sent in two jumpers 
she had knitted. Here is Brenda holding Margaret’s jumpers.  

We encourage our readers to participate in this very worthy project. Garments may be delivered to 
Brenda at 22 Leicester Street, Birkdale, 4159, or given to Sandra at our meetings. She will forward 
them to Brenda.  

 

Sandra Davis 


