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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street, Cleveland on 
the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 
1-1.30pm – 3.30-4pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Spring 2015 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 

Our 2015 Open Day was a great success and a 
credit to all members.  Everyone worked very 
hard before and on the day.  Congratulations 
to everyone on staging this stellar event. 

We have been very active since our Open Day, 
participating in the Pacific Tides Festival 
events, and the Finnfest at Finlandia 
retirement village.  Ahead of us, in September 
we will attend our weekend Camp at Bribie 
Island, and some more events are planned for 
members’ participation and interest in the 
next few months at our club house, in all a 
very busy agenda. 

Until next time, keep safe……Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

Hello Spinners and Fibre Fanatics! 

I’m pleased to announce it has been confirmed 
our 2016 Open Day (Tuesday, 21 June) will be 
held at the Redland Performing Arts Centre 
again!!! This is wonderful news as it’s such an 
appropriately sized venue which certainly 
caters for our needs. We are aware there were 
a few teething problems this year so if you 
have any helpful suggestions, please email 
them to me at mjonker@optusnet.com.au and 
I’ll pass them onto the committee members. 
Thank you to Redland City Council for allowing 
us the use of this magnificent venue. 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
V/President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  

 Desley Murray (0400 130 641) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter Editor/Website:  
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 
 
Please address all correspondence to Desley, our 

Secretary 
 

Our new website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

 

Congratulations to ‘Our Grace’ 

who turns 95 on the 26 September. 
What an absolutely wonderful 
milestone. We hope you have a 

fantastic day and we look forward to 
seeing you each month at spinning  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Open Day 2015 

Following an intensive advertising campaign and with the assisted sponsorship of RPAC we have 

recently enjoyed our most successful Open Day in the 37 years of our existence. Attendance was 

increased by 75% on the number of previous record visitors. This was due to many factors, the most 

important of these being the hard work put in by our members, both beforehand and on the day 

itself. The generosity of club members was evident in the donated contents of the two dozen raffle 

baskets (what a display they made!). It certainly did help that we were fortunate enough to have the 

use of such a first class venue. 

 

At this year's Open Day we also had an increased number of traders. The event was enhanced by the 

appearance of added attractions; Helen Stumkat was our Guest Speaker; Carly Kotynski taught 

basketry techniques; Sandra was busy teaching rag-matting, while Vanessa, Margaret and Judy were 

demonstrating spinning. Owen, with his antique wheels, as usual drew special attention. 

 

The girls on the entry table hardly had a break while those working in the kitchen were run off their 

feet preparing and serving delicious fare for visitors (the majority of which was home-made). 

Members who were trading were so busy that some of them did not get to leave their stall to visit 

other areas. In short, the entire venue was simply buzzing, and the atmosphere electric with 

excitement, as avid crafters searched out their bargains and met up with old friends. 

 

Our Open Day has always been about friendship, fellowship, and interacting with like-minded craft 

lovers as well as sharing our skills and it will always be our aim to continue this ethos. 

 

We now turn our thoughts towards planning the 2016 Open Day. 

Shirley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Day Birthday Girls Jeanette and Judy  Judy spinning wool and selling her soaps 
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Our ewe in front of RPAC    Redland City Bulletin Open Day article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra’s ragmatting workshop   Kimberly’s Earth & Stone Creations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The crowds came from everywhere!!   Desley’s gorgeous embroidered wares 
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Grace’s beautiful blanket    The ultimate pottery yarn bowl! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindy’s Ashford products    VivianneK Handmade Soaps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owen’s antique spinning wheels   Carly’s basket weaving 
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The Story of the Shawl 

The shawl has a very long history. In May CHARLOTTE, our Treasurer, gave me an 

article on the story of the shawl and I would like to share it with you.  

Shawls have been worn by men and women since the earliest times, but the 19th 

century is especially remembered as the time when shawls were at the height of 

their popularity as fashion garments.  

In Europe, the first beautifully woven oriental shawls appeared after the 1798 

Egyptian Campaign. The cashmere shawls produced in the valley of Kashmir in India 

were the most exquisite. Tibetan goats there produced a long fleece, finer than any 

known wool. Artist weavers wove this into fabrics, incorporating the traditional 

colourful Kasmiri patterns passed down over generations. The characteristic design 

here was the cone pattern, which was inspired by the jewel worn in the turbans of 

the Mogul emperors.                         

 

On the left we see the Kani design.  

Two other Kasmiri designs were the Amli and 

the Kani shawls. Amli featured a design 

embroidered over the woven surface, while 

Kani consisted of an intricate and tiny 

patchwork of woven pieces.  

In 1805, during a slump in the silk trade, the weavers of Paisley in Scotland turned 

their talents to producing an adaptation of the authentic cashmere shawls. By 1820 a 

thriving industry had been established. The Paisley weavers adapted the cashmere 

patterns from the Amli and Kani designs. They 

gradually evolved their own Paisley style. The 

elongated pear shaped Indian pine, with its 

pointed curved linear tip, was very popular. It is 

still known as the Paisley pattern, even though 

shawls have become less popular with the advent 

of more tailored fashions in women’s clothing.  

In our own group, we have many ladies who 

create wonderful shawls. These are crocheted, knitted or woven, always in very 

intricate and beautiful designs. Many of these were featured in the fashion parade at 

our Open Day on 16 June 2015 (see next page). In addition to the five members 

whose shawls feature in the photos, we have four others who produce exquisite 

shawls: LINDY BOSHLER, JAN BOWELL, SYBIL COLVIN and MAGGIE DOVER. In 

due course, some of our new members may also produce this very ancient and 

versatile garment…                                                                           SANDRA DAVIS.  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Catherine      Charlotte 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gillian       Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny with Melanie’s Pebble Beach Shawl  
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Eleanor Dish Cloth 

Copyright 2010; 2014 by Elaine 
Fitzpatrick. Permission is granted to 
make and sell items from this pattern 
provided that credit is given to me as the 
designer. Permission is not granted to 
reproduce the actual pattern, or post it, 
or distribute it, without my express 
permission. Please respect my copyright 
and play nice! 

 
NOTE: Permission was obtained 
from the pattern writer. 
 

I had a wonderful great-
aunt Eleanor, who was 
always my inspiration while 
growing up. She was a 
phenomenal needle artist. I 
used to love to visit her and 
just watch her stitch or 
embroider. She always 
took great pride in her 
work and delighted in 
showing it to me. Her last 
name was “Lamb” and she was a great collector of all things relating to lambs. I just loved 
her. So then, how could I possibly design a lamb cloth and not name it after her? 

Size: approximately 8" X 8 ¼ ". 

Materials: One skein of worsted weight cotton in a solid colour (approximately 88 yards). 

The cloth pictured was done in Peaches & Crème in Lt. Blue. 

Needles: U.S. Size 5/3.75 mm or 6/4.0 mm. Because this is a “picture” cloth, you want your 
fabric to be fairly dense so the design will pop out. If you are a loose knitter, then you might 
want to drop down a needle size. 

Gauge: 4.5 sts. per inch, not critical. 

Abbreviations: 

k = knit 

p = purl 

sts. = stitches 

Pattern: Cast on 37 sts. 

Rows 1 – 7: (k1, p1) across row. 

Row 8: (wrong side) (k1, p1) x4; k1; p13; k1; p5; k1; (p1, k1) x4. 

Row 9: (k1, p1) x4; k6; p1; k14; (p1, k1) x4. 

Row 10: (k1, p1) x3; k1; p15; k1; p7; k1; (p1, k1) x3. 

Row 11: (k1, p1) x3; k7; p1; k8; p1; k3; p1; k4; (p1, k1) x3. 

Row 12: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p6; k3; p10; k1; p7; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 13: (k1, p1) x2; k8; p1; k20; (p1, k1) x2. 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Row 14: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p19; k1; p7; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 15: (k1, p1) x2; k9; p1; k3; p3; k13; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 16: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p3; k3; p5; k1; p3; k1; p1; k1; p9; (k1, p1) X2; k1. 

Row 17: (k1, p1) x2; k9; p1; k15; p1; k3; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 18: (k1, p1) x3; k1; p16; k1; p8; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 19: (k1, p1) x2; k9; p1; k19; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 20: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p18; k1; p8; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 21: (k1, p1) x2; k7; p4; k9; p1; k8; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 22: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p8; k1; p2; k1; (p4, k1) X2; p5; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 23: (k1, p1 ) x2; k5; p1; k6; p1; k4; p2; k10; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 24: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p2; k2; p11; k1; p3; k2; p1; k1; p4; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 25: (k1, p1) x2; k5; p1; k7; p1; k9; p1; k5; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 26: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p5; k1; p8; k1; p7; k1; p4; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 27: (k1, p1) x2; k5; p1; k8; p1; k3; p3; k8; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 28: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p7; (k1, p2) x2; k1; p8; k1; p4; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 29: (k1, p1) x2; k5; p1; k8; p1; k1; p1; k3; p1; k8; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 30: (k1, p1) x2; k4; p4; k1; p3; k2; p9; k1; p4; (k1, p1) x2; k1. 

Row 31: (k1, p1) x2; k6; p1; k5; (p1, k3) X3; p1; k4; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 32: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p3; k1; p4; k1; p2; k1; p9; k1; p5; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 33: (k1, p1) x2; k6; p1; k1; p1; k7; p1; k1; p1; k5; p1; k4; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 34: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p4; k1; p5; k2; p9; k1; p5; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 35: (k1, p1) x2; k6; p1; k8; p1; k2; p5; k6; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 36: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p9; k1; p3; k1; p1; k3; p3; k1; p5; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 37: (k1, p1) x2; k5; p2; k2; p1; k3; p1; k4; p1; k10; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 38: (k1, p1) x2; (k1, p9) x2; k2; p2; k1; p3; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 39: (k1, p1) x2; (k3, p1) X2; k10; p1; k10; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 40: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p9; k1; p10; k1; p3; k1; p2; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 41: (k1, p1) x2; (k3, p1) X2; k9; p1; k11; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 42: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p11; k1; p8; k3; p1; k1; p2; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 43: (k1, p1) x2; k3; p2; k3; p1; k2; p1; k4; p1; k12; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 44: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p12; k4; p1; k2; p8; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 45: (k1, p1) x2; k29; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 46: (k1, p1) x2; k1; p27; k1; (p1, k1) x2. 

Row 47: (k1, p1) x3; k25; (p1, k1) x3. 

Row 48: (k1, p1) x3; k1; p23; k1; (p1, k1) x3. 

Row 49: (k1, p1) x4; k21; (p1, k1) x4. 

Row 50: (k1, p1) x4; k1; p19; k1; (p1, k1) x4. 

Row 51: (k1, p1) x5; k17; (p1, k1) x5. 

Rows 52 - 58: (k1, p1) across row. 

Bind off in (k1, p1) and weave in ends. 
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 Knit on odd numbered rows; purl on even numbered rows 

x Purl on odd numbered rows; knit on even numbered rows 

 

Note: This chart shows only Rows 8 – 58. Please refer to written pattern for additional rows. 

http://downcloverlaine.blogspot.com.au/ 

http://www.ravelry.com/people/cloverlaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Diary Date Claimer 

Tuesday, 21 June 2016 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Open Day 

Redland Performing Arts Centre 

2-16 Middle Street 

Cleveland 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
http://downcloverlaine.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.ravelry.com/people/cloverlaine
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Thanks to Miriam for providing this picture of an extract from ‘The Israelites’ – a Time Life Book. ‘Life 
the capable wife who, according to the Book of Proverbs “chooses wool and flax and toils at her 
work,” a highborn Elamite woman sits before a claw-footed table, winding wool thread on to a 
spindle while a servant fans her. The Eighth or Seventh Century B.C. relief, less than four inches high 
and carved in bituminous stone, was discovered at Susa, in Iran. 
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 Library News

Our latest “YARN” magazine has arrived. Issue 38 – June 2015 
Knitted items include: 

  Circular yoke cardigan (short sleeve) 

  Short sleeved cardigan - striped raglan 

  Interrupted Rib Jumper 

  Shawls, Wraps, Capes, Neck pieces 

  "Wild Strawberries" Tea Cosy 

  Art socks 
The new book in our Library (No 214) is "AUSTRALIAN BOOK OF CROCHET" published by Paul 
Hamlyn. It has a "How to Crochet" section and many interesting crochet patterns and items to 
crochet.  This book was kindly donated by Grace Neill. 
 
Ring Folder (No 144) in the Library consists of "Pull-Outs" of the American "Spin Off" Magazine - 
consisting of very interesting and different patterns of sweaters, tops, socks, hats, mittens, scarfs, 
etc. 

         Miriam Elkin, Librarian 

 2015 Diary Dates

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Interesting Facebook Groups to Join 

If you follow Facebook I would highly recommend the following two groups to join and 
follow as they’re very active, they’re Australian and they’re relevant to us! 
 
Australian Handspinners and Knitters Group 
Australian Spinners and Weavers Chat and Buy Sell Swap 
 
  

September 8 – Meeting # 15 

September 11, 12, 13 – Camp – House of 
Happiness, Woorim, Bribie Island 

September 12 – Knit and Knatter 

September 22 – Meeting # 16 

September 26- Knit and Knatter 

October 10 – Knit and Knatter 

October 13 – Meeting # 17 

October 24 – Knit and Knatter 

October 27 – Meeting # 18 

November 10 – Meeting # 19 

November 14 – Knit and Knatter 

November 24 – Meeting # 20 (last for 2015) 

November 28 – Knit and Knatter 

December 8 – Christmas Lunch 

December 12 – Knit and Knatter (last for 
2015) 
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A friend sent me these photos taken at the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame at Longreach 
– it’s a kangaroo knitting on top of a wool bale. How very clever! 
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Classifieds 

Two Warping Frames 

In May this year GRACE NEILL was given two wooden frames by Rick, brother of the late JESS 

MITCHELL, one of our earlier members. Grace was intrigued as to what these frames were.  

Enquiries produced them being identified by LINDY and SHIRLEY as warping frames, which 

are still produced by the Ashford company today. LINDY is our group’s representative for 

this company. The two frames are in very good condition and are in two different sizes.  The 

smaller one is square  

 

and the larger one rectangular. 

 

The square one sells at $132.50. Both come complete with pegs.  

Grace is hoping that one of our readers might have a use for one or both of the frames, or 

know of a museum which might be interested in them. Grace does not want to sell the 

frames; she simply wants them to go to a good home.  

Please contact her on 3824 4282 or email Sandra on sgdavis@bigpond.net.au if you are 

interested.                                                                                                GRACE AND SANDRA  

  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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HAND KNITTED COMFORT CUDDLE CHOOKIES FOR SALE 

These cuddle comfort chookies are handmade by Karen Strybos using all natural materials. The blue 

one has embroidered eyes the other two glued on with extremely strong craft glue. The filling is 

Australian Merino wool. All enquiries to Karen via email karenstrybos@hotmail.com  

Different coloured chookies can be custom made. The pictured chookies may have been sold but I 

can make more. They’re suitable for all ages. Feel great to cuddle when you need it. Cost is $80 each 

plus $18 postage. 
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