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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street (between Long 
and Beach Streets), Cleveland on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit 

and Knatter gatherings are held on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland 
Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 12.30pm – 3.30pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Autumn 2017 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 

Our first meeting for 2017 was very well 
attended. Everyone has been busy in the 
summer break and there were lots of items 
on display for the show and tell. In no time 
at all our Open Day on the 20 June will be 
upon us, and plans are already being 
made. If you can, please step up and 
volunteer; every little bit helps no matter 
how small. 

I look forward to another enjoyable and 
rewarding year with you all. 

Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

Late last year we were blessed with a visit 
from Pat Lack and Ailsa McKnight, previous 
members of the group. Ailsa’s late 
husband, Roy was a prolific woodturner 
and made many spinning wheels and 
accessories for local spinning groups. This 
edition of Ewe’s News is dedicated to Roy 
and Ailsa. Both Sandra and I have prepared 
stories; mine is based on a recent post I 
published on my blog MelsNattyKnits. I 
hope you enjoy a trip down memory lane 
 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
Vice President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  
 De-Arne Crawford (0418 497 719) 
Assistant Secretary: 
 Sue Marshke (3348 3917) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter/Digital Media: 
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 

Please address all correspondence to De-Arne, our 
Secretary 

Our website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

Our next momentous event is 

Open Day on Tuesday, 20 June to 

be held at the Redland 

Performing Arts Centre in 

Cleveland from 9am to 3pm. Do 

not miss it! 

mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Bribie Island Camp – January 2017 

Twenty-five spinners braved the heat and humidity to attend our Clayton’s Camp at Bribie in 

January. Thank goodness we were blessed with 

beautiful sea breezes plus access to the beach and a 

pool. Despite the heat, we had a wonderful time spent 

spinning, knitting, laughing, eating, drinking and 

sharing knowledge and experiences. 

Our wonderful President, Gillian, celebrated her 70th 

birthday on 1 February and we all shared the day with 

a very yummy chocolate mud cake. I think it would be 

pretty special to spend such a momentous day with all 

your spinning friends. Congratulations Gillian  

Simone Cross from Gum Blossom Yarns visited and 

spoke to us about her fascinating career as a scientist 

and her foray into dyeing yarn using plants. Simone 

also very kindly extended her Australia Day sale by 

offering her yarns and silk scarves to us at a 26% 

discount. This caused a huge rush to the table where 

we grabbed some wonderful bargains. 

Thank you Jan for 

again organising 

such a wonderful 

camp for us. More 

photos can be found 

on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Mc Knight’s Suitcase Wheels 

2017 Camp Date: 8-10 September 

2018 Camp Date: 29 January – 2 February 

2018 Camp Date: 24-26 August 

(Please note: the change from September to 

August 2018 ) 
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Roy McKnight Suitcase Wheel 

Our final meeting for 2016 on Tuesday, 22 November was a very interesting one, because we had 

three members from previous times present: Kay Faulkner, Pat Lack and Ailsa McKnight. A 

detailed article by Melanie on Kay featured in our summer edition, so we know a great deal about 

this superb weaver. 

Pat was made a life member in June 1999.  

Ailsa was a member of our group in the 1980s. Wood working was a hobby of her late husband, 

Roy. Roy made numerous spinning accessories, including wool winders, niddy noddies, bobbins, 

spinners’ chairs and what he termed “suitcase wheels”, the forerunner of the portable spinning 

wheels now on the market. We see Roy here at Open Day on 12 September 1989, standing at his 

stall at St. Paul’s Anglican Hall, our meeting venue until 

February, 2015 when we moved to our present venue, 

the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club in Fitzroy Street, 

Cleveland. One of his suitcase wheels is in front of him. 

Here we see him with Ailsa, two years later, on 18 June 

1991, at Open Day. These two photos are courtesy of 

Jan Bowell, another of our six life members.  

In 1992 

Grace Neill, another life member, purchased her 

suitcase wheel from Roy. On 23 September 2013, 

she donated it to the Redland Museum, where it is 

catalogued as RM 15210. It was on display at our 

“Warped & Twisted” exhibition at the Museum. 

This exhibition was organised by Shirley Graham, 

with assistance from our members and ran from 

10/4/2010 to 8/5/2010.  

Here we see Grace’s 

wheel on display in the 

Dunn Wing on 19/4/2010. Two other members 

of the Redlands group, Lindy Boshler and Joy 

Hopetoun-Smith, also bought a suitcase wheel 

from Roy, as did the late Alice Hognose and 

Karline Lewis of the Queensland Spinners & 

Weavers.  

It was a pleasure for our older members to 

meet up with Ailsa again and for our newer 

members to meet her. Here we see Ailsa and 

Melanie, our “Ewe’s News” editor, deep in 

conversation on 22 November 2016.  

                                                     SANDRA DAVIS 
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Twisted Knitting 

 

 

 

 

Recently I came across this page in a 
collection of “Needles” dating from 1976. 
Some of our knitters may find it of some 
use.  

Sandra Davis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Small Pine Trees 

 
 
Knitted in a multiple of 18 sts, 
+ 11 and a 16-row repeat. 
Row 1 - right side: K1, * yo, p3, 
S2KP, p3, yo, k9; rep from * to 
last 10 sts, yo, p3, S2KP, p3, yo, 
k1. 
Row 2 and all wrong side rows: 
Purl 
Row 3: K1, * k1, yo, p2, S2KP, 
p2, yo, k10; rep from * to last 10 
sts, k1, yo, p2, S2KP, p2, yo, k2. 
Row 5: K1, * k2, yo, p1, S2KP, 
p1, yo, k11; rep from * to last 10 
sts, k2, yo, p1, S2KP, p1, yo, k3. 
Row 7: K1, * k3, yo, S2KP, yo, k12; rep from * to last 10 sts, k3, yo, S2KP, yo, k4. 
Row 9: K1, * k9, yo, p3, S2KP, p3, yo; rep from * to last 10 sts, k10. 
Row 11: K1, * k10, yo, p2, S2KP, p2, yo, k1; rep from * to last 10 sts, k10. 
Row 13: K1, * k11, yo, p1, S2KP, p1, yo, k2; rep from * to last 10 sts, k10. 
Row 15: K1, * k12, yo, S2KP, yo, k3; rep from * to last 10 sts, k10. 
 
Knitting abbreviations: 
K: Knit | P: Purl | Yo: Yarn over. 
S2KP: sl2tog-k1-p2sso - Slip 2 stitches together as if to knit 2 stitches together, knit1, pass the 
slip stitches one at a time over the stitch just knitted and drop them. 
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2017 Diary Dates   Morning Tea Duties 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tumbling Moss Blocks 

 
It is created using only knit (K) and purl (P) stitches. Looks same on both sides 
 
Knitted in a multiple of 10 sts and a 20-row repeat. 
Row 1 - RS: * P1, k1; rep from * to end. 
Row 2: * P2, (k1, p1) 3 times, k2; rep from * to end. 
Row 3: * P3, (k1, p1) twice, k3; rep from * to end. 
Row 4: * P4, k1, p1, k4; rep from * to end. 
Rows 5 - 6: * P5, k5; rep from * to end. 
Row 7: * K1, p4, k4, p1; rep from * to end. 
Row 8: * P1, k1, p3, k3, p1, k1; rep from * to end. 
Row 9: * K1, p1, k1, p2, k2, p1, k1, p1; rep from * to end. 
Row 10: * P1, k1; rep from * to end. 
Row 11: * K1, p1; rep from * to end. 
Row 12: * P1, k1, p1, k2, p2, k1, p1, k1; rep from * to end. 
Row 13: * K1, p1, k3, p3, k1, p1; rep from * to end. 
Row 14: * P1, k4, p4, k1; rep from * to end. 
Rows 15 - 16: * K5, p5; rep from * to end. 
Row 17: * K4, p1, k1, p4; rep from * to end. 
Row 18: * K3, (p1, k1) twice, p3; rep from * to end. 
Row 19: * K2, (p1, k1) 3 times, p2; rep from * to end. 
Row 20: * K1, p1; rep from * to end.   

March 11 – Knit and Knatter 

March 14 – Meeting # 3 

March 25 – Knit and Knatter 

March 28 – Meeting # 4 

April 8 – Knit and Knatter 

April 11 – Meeting # 5 

April 22 – Knit and Knatter 

April 25 – Meeting # 6 

May 8 – Meeting # 7 

May 13 – Knit and Knatter 

May 23 – Meeting # 8 

June 10 – Knit and Knatter 

June 13 – Meeting # 9 

June 20 – Open Day 

June 24 – Knit and Knatter 

 

February 2017 – Narelle and Shirley G 

March 2017 – Narelle 

April 2017 –  

May 2017 –  

June 2017 –   

July 2017 –  

August 2017 –  

September 2017 –  

October 2017 –  

November 2017 –  

Clean up duty – Sandra and Miriam 
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No More Estimating Tail Length for a Long Tail Cast On 

Use two tails of yarn, either from two separate balls of yarn or a tail from the inside and a tail from 
the outside of a centre-pull ball. Here I have two separate balls of yarn: 

 

 
Leaving at least 3″ on each tail, tie the ends together with a slip-knot: 
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Slide the slip-knot onto your needle and tighten it up: 

 
 

Now separate the two working strands as if they were one long strand and work long-tail CO as 
usual. 

 
When you have all 500 +/- sts CO (do NOT count the initial slip-knot), cut one of the working strands, 
leaving a tail that you can later work in. Begin knitting with the un-cut strand of yarn and when you 
come to the other end of your CO, get rid of that end slip-knot, just slide it off the needle and pull 
out the knot. 



The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 8 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

 

Handy Plying Tutorial 

When the "bracelet" is slid onto the wrist, it can't fall apart because it is actually a continuous loop 
(unlike Andean plying – Andean plying is just a series of loops resting on top of one another, first 
from one side, then from the other). This is especially important for lengths under 8 yards that are 
too short to wrap more than a couple times around. 

Some find the more commonly 
used Andean plying confusing, are 
intimidated by it, or have to 
relearn it every time they attempt 
it. Handy plying by comparison is 
very simple. 

When plying a fine, high twist 
singles (such as a fine silk) or a 
fibre that is apt to snarl and tangle 
(such as mohair), this method 
means the singles can be 
tensioned by sliding the "bracelet" 
only as far as the widest part of 
the hand, and using the hand-span 
to keep tension on the singles as it 
is plied off. Even right up to the 
very last length, this tension will 
hold the yarn in place until it 
enters the plying process. 

Instructions 

So how does one handy ply? See 
the diagram at right, and follow 
these steps: 

1. With the palm of your non-
preferred hand facing you, anchor 
one end of your singles onto your baby finger (a couple snug – not tight- wraps should do it). 

2. Thread the yarn behind your middle finger, in front of your index finger and thumb, around the 
back of your hand, trailing in front of your pinky and ring finger, and returning behind your middle 
finger. 

3. Follow the trail of the loop you just made, until you run out of singles. 

4. Angle your middle finger down enough to let you slide the yarn out from in between your fingers, 
down over your middle finger so the loops are around your whole hand. This creates a "bracelet" or 
a set of loops of yarn that you can then slide onto your wrist or, in the case of a tangle-prone yarn, 
onto your stretched hand-span. 

5. Unwrap the anchored end from your pinky and pinch it together with the other end. 
Ply away! 

The singles will thread off your wrist much like with Andean plying, and you'll find that with very 
short lengths, you will soon be holding the folded mid-point of the singles and recalling that "ply" 
really means "fold" and this is an easy way to fold your yarn in two. 
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Roy and Ailsa McKnight – Redlands (Brisbane) Spinning History 

If you’re a spinner and you’re familiar with what is 
known as ‘the Roy McKnight Suitcase spinning wheel’, 
this story will be of real interest to you. 

Ever since I first got my hands on a Roy McKnight 
Suitcase Spinning Wheel, I’ve been intrigued and 
fascinated by the fact Roy lived not far from me and 
was a member of the Redlands Spinners & Weavers, 
along with his wife Ailsa. 

Well, in November this year (2016), I was lucky enough 
to meet his widow, Ailsa as one of our members 
brought her along to one of our spinners’ meetings. I 
really wanted to have a chat to Ailsa about one of my 
unidentified spinning wheels which I believe is a 
McKnight wheel because of the finishes on the wheel. 

Here’s a picture of my wheel (left) and the suitcase 
wheel (right). See the similarities of the parts used? Ailsa could definitely see some similarities but 
she believes it’s probably made by another wheel maker who maybe copied some of Roy’s 

techniques. So, at this stage, my 
wheel’s maker is still an enigma! 

I feel quite fortunate to have met 
Ailsa. I believe it’s so important to 
try and capture some of the 
history of Roy’s wheels as they are 
quite sought after today and this 
is an important part of Redlands’ 

history which I believe 
should be captured for 
future generations to 
enjoy. 

Here’s a picture of Ailsa 
using her upright wheel 
made by her husband, 
Roy. She was 
demonstrating at the 
Woolshed (Brisbane) in 
June 1990. The 
similarities are 
astounding. I think the 
actual piggy tail 
orifice/hook is different 
from what I can see in 
the photo on the right. 
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Ailsa is now 94 and incredibly sharp-minded and 
interesting and I just felt quite privileged chatting to her 
as she told me about Roy and his wheels. Apparently, the 
suitcase wheel is actually called the brief wheel! So we 
need to now start referring to it as ‘the Roy McKnight 
Brief wheel’! 

Ailsa and me with my 
unidentified wheel. 

Ailsa brought along a couple of her old photo albums which she kindly 
allowed me to take home so I could scan some of the pictures. I felt so 
excited to be able to capture a piece of the McKnight’s spinning history 
and to share it with everyone! 

Roy was a salesman and spent some time on the road and it was during 
these periods that Ailsa took up spinning to fill in her days. Once Roy had 
retired, he taught himself woodturning and started making wheels, 
bobbins and accessories for Ailsa and other club members. Roy also 
made beautiful furniture and woodturned bowls. 

Here is the man himself: Roy McKnight (6-1-1920 – 6-3-2011) at the Redlands Spinners & Weavers 
Open Day in 1991. Look at all those stunning wood turned spinners’ goodies. Ailsa had the 
suggestions and Roy made them! Apparently if it wasn’t quite right Ailsa would ask Roy to refine it 
until she was happy  

I can see a squirrel cage swift, a brief wheel, a skeiner, bobbins, niddy noddies and other bits and 
pieces. 

 

  

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/roy-ailsa-mcknight-open-day-1991.jpg
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Roy McKnight at the Redlands Spinners & Weavers Open Day in 1989 with a display of his 
woodturned goods: a brief wheel (I wonder what number this one is?), squirrel cage swift, spinning 
chair, skeiner, niddy noddies and other wooden items. 

 

Ailsa McKnight at Marburg 1984. Note the upright wheel for sale. 

 

  

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/roy-mcknight-rsw-open-day-1989.jpg
https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/ailsa-mcknight-marburg-1984.jpg
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Redcliffe September 1988 – Ailsa McKnight is second from the right spinning on one of Roy’s upright 
spinning wheels. 

 

An article in the Redlands’ local paper regarding the Open Day in 1988. Note the upright wheel on 
the left hand side. 

 

  

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/redcliffe-sep-1988.jpg
https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/ailsa-mcknight-open-day-1988.jpg
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What makes this story really exciting for me is that when I chatted to Ailsa she mentioned that she 
wanted to sell her remaining spinning equipment. I immediately knew that I wanted everything she 
had so I could keep Roy’s legacy alive among the local and online spinning fraternities. 

On 5 December 2016 I visited Ailsa’s son and daughter-in-law who live quite nearby to collect her 
gorgeous collection. I am so excited to be able to own this lovely package. 

 

  

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/dsc09768_resize.jpg
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I am now the extremely proud owner of the very first Brief Wheel made by Roy. I can say it has been 
well and truly ‘road tested’ by Ailsa.  

 

And what makes it even more special is that Ailsa hand painted this beautiful picture on the lid of 
the case. Now that is certainly unique! 

 

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/dsc09761_resize.jpg
https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/dsc09760_resize.jpg


The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 15 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

I just adore this stunning upright wheel made by Roy. As you can see, it is quite different from the 
one Ailsa is spinning on in the pictures above and to the ones sold at the various Open Days so I can 
safely say that Roy made two styles of upright spinning wheels. 

 

The flyer screws off completely (just like the Brief Wheel) and is stored behind the middle bobbin 
holder on the in-built lazy kate (you can see the hole in the picture above). This really is a beautiful 
piece of craftsmanship. 

And lastly, my own Roy McKnight spinning chair. 

 

 

https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/roy-mcknight-upright-01.jpg
https://melsnattyknits.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/roy-mcknight-spinning-chair-01.jpg
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I must thank Ailsa for taking the time to talk to me and for giving me the opportunity to own these 
lovely pieces of spinning history and to Ailsa’s son, Ron and his wife, Carolyn for chatting to me and 
sharing some of Roy’s story with me. 

I would encourage anyone in Australia who has knowledge of Aussie wheelmakers to record their 
history by contacting the administrator of the Australian Spinning Wheels website 
(http://australianspinningwheels.blogspot.com.au/). It is so important this history is not lost but 
kept alive for future generations. 

Roy’s suitcase (brief) wheel is also featured on the Australian Spinning Wheels website. 
(http://australianspinningwheels.blogspot.com.au/p/blog-page.html) 

Ailsa has given her permission for me to publish these photos and newspaper articles online so I will 
also contact the Australian Spinning Wheels website to see whether they’d like to link to this story or 
use some of the photos of Roy’s upright wheel and chair. 

I hope you have enjoyed this glimpse into Redlands’ spinning history as much as I have had putting it 
together for everyone to access. 

A BIG thank you to Roy, Ailsa, Ron and Carolyn. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Camp Dates 

2017 Camp Date: 8-10 September 

2018 Camp Date: 29 January – 2 February 

2018 Camp Date: 24-26 August 

(Please note: the change from September to 

August 2018 ) 

http://australianspinningwheels.blogspot.com.au/
http://australianspinningwheels.blogspot.com.au/p/blog-page.html

