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The Redlands Spinners & Weavers meet at the Cleveland-Thornlands Cricket Club, Fitzroy Street, Cleveland on 
the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of each month between 9am – 12pm and their Knit and Knatter gatherings are held on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month at Hoya Garden Plaza, 546 Redland Bay Road, Alexandra Hills between 
12.30-1pm – 3.30-4pm – please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ewe’s News 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc 

PO Box 3255 

Birkdale Qld 4159 

Autumn 2016 Newsletter 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers founded on 8 August 1978 and still going strong!! 

Message from your President 

Hello everyone 

I hope you have all had a pleasant summer 
break and no doubt after the heat of the past 
weeks you are looking forward to autumn’s 
more pleasant cooler weather. We have 
another eventful year ahead of us and I am 
sure, as in the past, we can all work together in 
making it memorable and rewarding. 

Until next time keep safe…Gillian 

Message from your Newsletter Editor 

We have some wonderful events to look 
forward to: Lindy’s two weaving workshops 
and the Redcliffe Spinners’ Friendship Day in 
April; Qld Spinners Open Day in May (tbc), 
KnitFest at Maleny and our own Open Day in 
June. There’s sure to be something for 
everyone at each event. Plus, of course, our 
September camp will be here before we know 
it! 

I’ve included another lovely pattern: Baby 
Boots. I’ve made these a few times and they’re 
so easy! 

Thank you to Sandra for your articles for this 
edition which I really appreciate. It makes my 
work as Editor so much easier when members 
submit stories or items of interest. 

If you are able, please consider volunteering 
for kitchen duty one month. It’s so easy and 
helps to spread the load between a few of us 
 

Until next time…Melanie  

President:  
 Gillian Smith (3206 0718) 
V/President:  
 Merhyl Shevill (3341 5015) 
Secretary:  

 Desley Murray (0400 130 641) 
Treasurer:  
 Charlotte Kennedy 
Librarian:  
 Miriam Elkin 
Camp Convenor:  
 Jan Bowell (3207 2732) 
Open Day Convenor:  
 Shirley Graham (3206 8967) 
Archivist:  
 Sandra Davis (3822 1759) 
Newsletter Editor/Website:  
 Melanie Jonker (0402 109 499) 
 (mjonker@optusnet.com.au) 
 
Please address all correspondence to Desley, our 

Secretary 
 

Our website address! 
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/ 

 

September camp this year will be 

from 9 – 11 September 2016. 

Please make sure you note the 

dates in your diary! 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
mailto:mjonker@optusnet.com.au
http://redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Our Newest Honorary Life Member 

On the 8 December 2015, Jan Bowell was awarded 

Honorary Membership of Redlands Spinners & 

Weavers in appreciation for her valuable services 

rendered to the Club. 

Jan, who learned to knit when she was four years 

old, had for years been fascinated whenever she 

saw a spinning wheel and yearned to be able to 

spin. In 1989 she attended a market at Whepstead 

Manor where she met Kay Faulkner and Pat Lack 

who were spinning. They told her about the Club 

and subsequently she nervously attended her first 

meeting shortly after. There she met Mavis King, 

the then President, and a group of friendly 

encouraging people who sent her home with a bag 

of greasy fleece, a flicker, and instructions to bring 

the prepared fleece to the next meeting and she 

hired a Club wheel to get started. 

Gillian presented Jan with her certificate at the January Camp 

Thus commenced Jan’s 27 years of loyal and active membership of the Club where she has 

been continually involved in a variety of activities. She fondly remembers that, encouraged 

by Mavis, she planned the first annual Camp held in 1991 at Edmund Park, near Laidley.  

During the next quarter of a century Jan has planned and organised the annual Camps at a 

number of locations utilising her natural flair and creative ability to cope with the logistics of 

running these events, usually far from home.  

  Arthur and Jan at the 2015 Christmas Party 

She continued running the camp at Laidley for four 

years before it was relocated in 1995. The Camp 

moved to the Iona Camp Site at Peregian for two 

years and it was at this location that the original 

January ‘Clayton’s Camp’ started in 1996. From 

January 1998 until 2000 both Camps were held at 

Caloundra, with the exception of two Clayton’s 

Camps which were moved to Bornhoffen on the 

Gold Coast in 1999 and 2000. For the following four 

years Camps were enjoyed locally at Kindilan in the 
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Redlands. Since January 2005, and until the present day, both annual Camps are held on 

Bribie Island as Jan continues her stirling work. 

Jan and Karin at Open Day 12/9/1989  

From the beginning of her 

membership Jan has been a 

willing participant in anything 

related to the functioning of 

the Club. In May 1994 she was 

responsible for producing the 

first edition of our Newsletter 

which was later titled “Ewe’s 

News”. One of the first to put 

her hand up when volunteers 

are requested for 

demonstrations at functions, 

Jan has given her time and 

expertise at various locations 

such as shopping centres, 

museums, libraries, schools, 

seniors’ expos and, for a number of consecutive years, at Ormiston House. She delights in 

the opportunity to instruct and interact with people, especially the schoolchildren. 

One of Jan’s fondest early memories is when she taught her 

then six year old grand-daughter to spin; and her thrill when, 

at age eight, Shannon won prizes against adult spinners at 

the Redland Show with the judges being unaware that the 

entries were produced by a child.  

Not only were the grandchildren recipients of her beautifully 

knitted Teddy Bears (always popular on her stall) but many a 

child would have been consoled with the Trauma Toys 

knitted by Jan that she donated to the Qld Ambulance over a 

long period of time.  

 Jan as a model at Open Day 18/6/1991 

Open Day in past years would find Jan not only managing 

her own stall but making room in her allocated space and 

selling items for members who otherwise would not have 

the opportunity to market their own work. During these 

times she also organised the Fashion Parade and 

photographed the models. Kitchen helpers were always very 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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happy when she turned up on the day with dozens of her trademark ‘Mini Muffins’. Usually 

the first to arrive and help set up, she and her husband Arthur would be amongst the last to 

leave having first helped with the cleaning up. 

A tireless worker herself, Jan has been 

faithfully supported by Arthur who is 

unstinting with his assistance behind the 

scenes. His service rendered to the Club, 

dating back to the beginning of Jan’s 

membership, include innumerable art 

works, signage, flyers and membership 

cards, amongst other things.  

Desley, Jan and Grace with the Open Day raffle 

donations 11/6/13  

Arthur’s talent as a professional 

Calligraphist has been invaluable, especially 

during the period leading up to the Club’s 

successful Exhibition held at the Museum in 

2010. All signage, banners and two dozen 

little display boxes were prepared by Arthur 

who was responsible for giving us such a 

professional image at this event. Nothing 

has ever been too onerous when we’ve requested his help. He has always been willing to 

assist in any way possible and done so with grace and good humour. During one of the 

Camps at Kindilan, to the delight of attendees, he even ran a workshop on marbelling and 

box making. 

Amongst her treasury of memories Jan includes hilarious trips with Sue going to and 

attending various Camps, the enjoyment of activities at Camps and participating in inspiring 

workshops with Doreen Murray and Helen Stumkat. After 

all this time she still retains her original pleasure and 

delight in spinning and looks forward to the meetings as 

much as she did 27 years ago. But, best of all she says, is 

the wonderful and lasting friendships she has made. 

Redlands Spinners & Weavers is fortunate to have people 

like Jan and Arthur as part of our support base. 

 

 

 Jan at 2002 Redlands Camp 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Mothers’ Day at Ormiston House with Sue Murray 11/5/2008 

 
 
Jan at Ormiston House Highland Celtic Celebration 
22/4/12  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan with Judy Morris, Shannon La Spin at Ormiston 
House 1994  

 
 
 
 
 

Jan with Val Bray and Feather and Fan 
Blanket 25/11/2003  

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Thank you Jan for all your hard work 

over the years. We really appreciate 

it and would be lost without you and 

Arthur 
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2015 Christmas Party Photos 

Our Christmas Party for 2015 was held at a new venue – the Redland Bay Golf Club. We were able to 

spend some special time with each other and those that so wished participated in Secret Santa. 

Thanks Gillian for finding this perfect location for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

        Secret Santa gifts 

Charlotte generously made crocheted ornaments for us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Our Christmas Party was held 

at the Redland Bay Golf Club 

and was enjoyed by all. A 

lovely large venue with a 

room to ourselves and the 

food was delicious! 
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We had a fantastic 

January camp. Despite 

the humidity, we had 

lots of time to spin, knit, 

solar dye, eat, drink 

laugh and enjoy each 

other’s company. I 

warped my first ever 

loom larger than an 

Inkle. Many thanks to 

Catherine for walking 

me through the 

process. Pam brought 

along some of her large 

collection of spindles. 

Vanessa tried out many 

crafts. Jan was awarded 

her Life Membership 

certificate by Gillian. 

We ate six meals a day! 

Thank you to EVERYONE 

who made it such a 

success – especially you 

Jan 
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Library News 

Our latest “YARN” magazine has arrived. Issue 40 – December 2015 
Knitted items: 
Uluru – cabled Alpaca Sweater – 8ply 
Tabasco Cable Edged Shawl – 8ply 
Alpaca Infinity Scarf – 10ply 
Mutiara Short-Sleeved Button Cardi/Vest – 5 ply 
Cabled Leg Warmers – 8ply 
Who Was She Hat – 4ply 
Purple Power Socks – 4ply 
Happy on the Inside Socks – 4ply 
Up and Down Mitts and Beanie – 8ply 
 
Plus Intarsia Knitting Part 2, Cable with Confidence and Book Reviews. 
 

Miriam Elkin, Librarian 
 

2016 Diary Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The surgeon's knot is a simple modification 
to the reef knot. It adds an extra twist when 
tying the first throw, forming a double 
overhand knot. The additional turn provides 
more friction and can reduce loosening 
while the second half of the knot is tied.  
 
Like the reef knot, the surgeon's knot 
capsizes and fails if one of the working ends 
is pulled away from the standing end 
closest to it.  

March 8 – Meeting # 3 

March 12 – Knit and Knatter 

March 22 – Meeting # 4 

April 9 – Knit and Knatter 

April 12 – Meeting # 5 

April 18 – Lindy’s Beginner Weaving 

April 19 – Lindy’s Advanced Weaving 

April 21 – Redcliffe Spinners’ Friendship 
Day 

April 23 – Knit and Knatter 

April 26 – Meeting # 6 

May 10 – Meeting # 7 

May 14 – Knit and Knatter 

May 24 – Meeting # 8 

May 28 – Knit and Knatter 

June 10-12 – KnitFest at Maleny 

June 11 – Knit and Knatter 

June 14 – Meeting # 9 

June 21 – Open Day at RPAC 

June 25 – Knit and Knatter 

June 28 – Meeting # 10 

July 9 – Knit and Knatter 

July 12 – Meeting # 11 

July 23 – Knit and Knatter 

August 9 – Meeting # 12 

August 13 – Knit and Knatter 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Our 2016 Open Day has a one page advertisement in the Redland Performing Arts 
Centre’s 2016 Brochure. Thank you to Redland City Council for supporting the 
community through our Group. 
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Garfield in a Panic 

It is not very often that we see the intrepid feline, Garfield, in a panic; he is more 

often causing it! However, in this cartoon of 2.4.2015, Jim Davis depicts Garfield 

being threatened by a great ball of scratchy yarn! It seems that Garfield has had 

experience of itchy garments, as most of us probably have, too.  

One of the least itchy fleeces is that of the alpaca. On 20 January Gary Barker from 

Murrumbateman in New South 

Wales delivered to Sandra 11 bags 

of alpaca fleece from his herd. 

These were distributed to 

members, free of charge, at our 

first meeting for the year on 9 

February. Gary was delighted with 

the alpaca beanie knitted for him 

by Sandra from one of his fleeces 

delivered to us in September, 

2015. He has requested another 

one with a matching scarf, if at all 

possible, for his friend, Margaret. It 

seems that this WILL be possible, 

as Tricia has offered to spin the 

alpaca while she is away on a trip 

and Lindy has offered to weave a 

scarf. Sandra will knit the beanie. 

Our ladies are always very 

generous with their assistance. 

This is greatly appreciated.                                                            SANDRA DAVIS.   

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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This interesting letter appeared in the “Women’s Weekly” of 10 September 

1969 and shows that, in some ways, nothing much has changed over the past 

15½ years, except that many women have done exactly as “Handywoman” 

from Burnie predicts, and taken up outside employment where, hopefully, 

they are being paid more than the 85 cents per day 

allocated by the Government for housewives at the time 

this letter was written!  

Most likely all of our readers will agree that the 

occupation of a housewife is a multiskilled one deserving 

of proper 

appreciation 

and reward.  

It is interesting to note that the $2 

paid to Handywoman by the 

magazine equates to 2.35 days’ 

work at 1969 rates! Let’s hope she 

bought something nice for herself 

with her windfall. Or perhaps she 

simply decided to go on strike for 

the 2.35 days?             SANDRA DAVIS.  

And here’s another article from a 

bygone era    

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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I’ll be attending these workshops  
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Maleny Knitfest – June 2016 

And now for something very exciting: Maleny is holding a KnitFest (http://www.knitfest.com.au/ )in 

June this year!! There is a KnitFest Facebook page you can like too. Thanks to Gillian for advising me 

of this event. 

 

 

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/Knitfest-701206590014193/?fref=ts


The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 14 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

  

 

  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/


The Redlands Spinners & Weavers Inc newsletter is photocopied with the compliments of  Page 15 
Andrew Laming, Federal Member for Bowman (07 3821 0155) 

www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/  

 

Baby Boots by Frankie Brown 

This pattern is reproduced with the permission 
of the pattern writer. All her Ravelry patterns 
are free to download but, if you enjoy them, 
please consider making a donation to the 
Children’s Liver Disease Foundation, a charity 
which funds research and supports the families 
of children with a liver disease. You can do this 
easily by going to her fundraising page 
www.justgiving.com/frankiesknittedstuff 
 

These baby boots are knitted in sockweight 
4 ply yarn on 2.25mm / US size 1 needles 
and take 25g of yarn. The foot is about 8 
cm / 3¼" long and is worked in a stocking 
stitch welt pattern to give room for growth.  
 
The Foot  
Begin by casting on 44 sts, using the long 
tail method.  
Row 1: Knit.  
Row 2: P1, m1p, P20, m1p, P2, m1p, P20, 
m1p, P1 (48 sts).  
Row 3: Knit.  
Row 4: P2, m1p, P20, m1p, P4, m1p, P20, 
m1p, P2 (52 sts).  
Row 5: Knit.  
Row 6: Knit.  
Row 7: Purl.  
Row 8: Knit.  
Row 9: Knit.  
Row 10: P3, m1p, P20, m1p, P6, m1p, P20, 
m1p, P3 (56 sts).  
Row 11: Knit.  
Row 12: P4, m1p, P20, m1p, P8, m1p, P20, 
m1p, P4 (60 sts).  
Row 13: Knit.  

Row 14: Knit.  
Row 15: Purl.  
Row 16: Knit.  
Row 17: Knit.  
Row 18: P5, m1p, P20, m1p, P10, m1p, 
P20, m1p, P5 (64 sts).  
Row 19: Knit.  
Row 20: Purl  
Row 21: Knit.  
Row 22: Knit.  
Row 23: Purl.  
Row 24: Knit.  
Row 25: Knit.  
Row 26: Purl.  
Row 27: Knit.  
Row 28: Purl.  
Row 29: Knit.  

 
That’s the foot done. It looks rather long-winded written out like this but most of it is plain 
knit and purl. You might find it helpful to use a row counter to keep track until you get the 
hang of the pattern.  
 
The Instep  
Row 1: K37, SSK, turn.  
Row 2: Sl 1 pwise, P10, P2tog, turn.  
Row 3: Sl 1 kwise, K10, SSK, turn.  

http://www.redlandsspinnersandweavers.wordpress.com/
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Repeat Rows 2 and 3 eight times more and then Row 2 once again by which time you should 
be back to your original 44 sts: 12 in the centre and 16 on each side.  
Next row: Sl 1 kwise, K10, SSK, m1, K to end.  
Next row: Sl 1 pwise, P26, P2tog, m1p, P to end (44 sts).  
Note that the made stitches are worked differently on the knit and purl rows.  
 
The Cuff  
Work 30 rows in K2, P2 rib.  
Cast off in rib.  
Join the back and sole seam and fold down the cuff.  
To make a larger boot you might try using larger needles. I knitted a pair following the above 
pattern, but with 3mm / US size 3 needles and the foot came out at about 10 cm / 4" long.  
 
Abbreviations  
st / sts stitch / stitches  
K knit  
P purl  
m1p make one purlwise by 
lifting the thread before 
the next stitch  
and purling into the back of 
it.  
m1 make one knitwise by 
lifting the thread before 
the next stitch  
and knitting into the back of it.  
sl 1 slip one stitch  
kwise knitwise  
pwise purlwise  
SSK slip. slip, knit (see below)  
P2tog purl two stitches 
together  
slip, slip, knit  
Slip 2 stitches knitwise (or 
knitwise followed by 
purlwise) one at a time, 
insert tip of left needle into 
stitches from above, put yarn 
round right needle and knit 
both stitches together.  
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